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HUSA Connects with Student Body Through Listening Tours 
By Charreah Jackson 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Throughout the week, 
Howard University Student 
Association (HUSA) President 
and Vice President, Daniel 
Blakemore and Faith L. Walls, 
respectively, ventured to vari-
ous dorms to share with stu-
dents the duties of student 
government, while offering 
solutions to the problems and 
concerns of the students they 
represent. On Wednesday 
evening, HUSA visited the 
Bethune Annex to hear the 
voice of its residents. 
Freshman biology major 
Stasia Barret said, "I am here 
basically to gain knowledge on 
HUSA because I really do not 
know that much about the 
organization. I hope to gain a 
broader understanding on the 
operations of our student gov-
ernment." 
The session was a part of 
the "Restoration Listening 
Tour," an initiative by HUSA 
to ensure the student body 
they represent is aware of its 
functions and actions. 
Alicia-Marie Johnson, 
HUSA Special Projects 
Director, broke the ice for the 
meeting of the mostly fresh-
man crowd by asking different 
attendees, "Why did you chose 
to come to Howard?" The ice-
breaker successfully loosened 
up the atmosphere and set the 
stage for students to begin 
discussing their concerns and 
problems with their student 
government officials. 
"We are here as an advo-
cate for student interest," 
Vice-President Walls said .. 
PH010 BY RON ROGERS 
Verbal Armageddon 
2003 Crowns a New 
Hip-Hop Champion 
By Lateefah Thompson 
Contributing Writer 
After three rounds of inten-
sive battling and freestyling, the 
king of this year's Verbal 
Armageddon is Kash'ka Fain, 
better known as Shak-C. He 
went up against eight other 
emcees in "The Gauntlet," the 
last round of Verbal 
Armageddon. 
Fain, a senior computer sci-
ence major, is excited about his 
victory. "I feel real good. I'm 
surprised though. I didn't think 
that I was going to be chal-
lenged as much as I was by the 
other emcees," Fain said. "I just 
love to spit [rhymes] and flow, 
so winning wasn't everything to 
me. I got to get my degree first, 
then I can continue with the rap 
thing and give 100 percent." 
Right now, Fain says he is just 
working toward his degree and 
says he is only giving "20 per-
cent." 
Definitely a crowd pleaser, 
Fain received supportive cheers 
and applause from the audi-
ence, especially during the 
object freestyle round and the 
last round, the battle round, 
where the remaining four 
emcees are paired up and battle 
in two separate rounds against 
each other. The winner was 
chosen by the judges, the audi-
ence's applause, the seven other 
emcees, and the two emcees 
eliminated from two of the final 
four battles. 
The emcees competed in 
four rounds. The first round 
was "conscious written," which 
is a written rhyme designed for 
the emcee to communicate a 
thought, emotion, or viewpoint. 
The second round was "object 
freestyle" which tests the 
emcees' ability to rhyme spon-
taneously about an object the 
audience chose. Some of the 
objects included a box of cereal, 
a bottle of Mrs. Butterworth's 
syrup, a can of raid, and a cup of 
ramen noodles. 
The third round was "the 
mystery round," which was 
called "the remix" this year. The 
emcees have to do their own 
interpretation of a popularly 
recognized hip-hop song. The 
last round was the final four 
battle. 
The final four consisted of 
emcees Shak-C, Flex Mathews, 
Q Boogie, and Arda Mus. Flex 
and Arda Mus were eliminated, 
which left Shak-C and Q Boogie 
to battle it out for the title of 
See KING page A3 
"The only difference between 
us and a typical student is the 
respect of our peers and the 
administration to effectively 
represent the students of 
Howard. We have focused on 
holding student leaders 
accountable and responsible 
to the students they represent. 
By the close of our term HUSA 
will be restored." 
The ladies of the Bethune 
Annex, although few in num-
ber, sought answers and 
advice to various problems 
such as attitudes of Howard 
employees, shuttle services, 
and tuition costs. 
President Blakemore 
PHOTO BY D!Al\A BEAGUE 
broke down to students the 
statistics of the University 
budget and exactly how stu-
dents' tuition fits is appropri-
See HUSA page A3 
Students at the Bethune Annex voice their concerns to HUSA staff members Wednesday 
night, as a part of HUSA's Restoration Listening Tours. 
Remembering Tavare Johnson 
PHOTO BY MAYAG!LUAM 
Family and friends of recently deceased Howard student Tavare Johnson held a 
memorial service at RankinChapel Thursday afternoon in remembrance of her life. 
Johnson, who died of heart failure on October 24th, was a senior physical therapy 
major set to graduate next month. 
ASALH Makes Howard its Home 
By Alafaka Opuiyo 
Contributing Writer 
The Association for the 
Study of African American Life 
and History (ASALH), founded 
by the "Father of Black 
History," Carter G. Woodson, 
recently moved its national 
headquarters to the Howard's 
School of Communications. 
The ASALH hopes to create 
student involvement through 
internships and volunteerism. 
The relationship between 
Howard and the ASALH is not 
a new one. 
Woodson once served as a 
dean and up until his death in 
1950, strong communication 
existed between the two. 
According to Syliva Cyrus-
Albritton, Interim Executive 
Director, when the ASALH 
approached the University 
about moving the association 
to Howard, the University 
accepted with open arms. The 
ASALH was established in 
September 1915 by Carter G. 
Woodson as a result of his 
study on Black history. 
During this study, 
Woodson found it difficult to 
obtain publications about 
Black history so he decided to 
write his own books about 
black history. Woodson later 
started his own publication 
company, Associated 
Publishers. 
The association also want-
ed to provide a venue for aca-
demics, to present papers, pub-
lishes resource booklets and 
supporting documents for any-
one interested in Black History 
curriculum. 
ASALH also held confer-
ences and workshops where 
historians could submit works 
and present them to fellow his-
torians. 
Dr. Gloria Harper 
Dickinson, ASALH President, 
hoped to connect students with 
their interests and in so doing, 
students will have an opportu-
nity to further their skills by 
getting involved with the asso-
ciation. She is hoped to estab-
lish paid and unpaid intern-
ships at ASALH. 
See ASALH page AB 
Law Fraternity 
Celebrates 37 
Years of 
Excellence 
By Shara D. Taylor 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
As part of its celebration of 
37 years, Phi Alpha Delta Law 
Fraternity, International, 
Langston Chapter, held a forum 
examining the life and times of 
John Mercer Langston, the 
founder of the Howard 
University School of Law. 
The program entitled, 
"John Mercer Langston: The 
Man, The Legacy, Unforgotten," 
was presented in the Moot 
Courtroom of the Law School on 
Wednesday evening by amateur 
historian and genealogist 
Charles Langston, who is also a 
distant relative of John 
Langston. 
Genevieve Jones-Wright, 
Justice of the Langston Chapter 
of Phi Alpha Delta describes the 
forum as enlightening. "It 
showed the significant connec-
tion between John Langston, 
Howard University, and the Law 
School. Sometimes we forget 
about our giants," she said. "He 
See LAW page A3 
PHOTO COURTFSY OF MARSHALL.EDU 
Carter G. Woodson estab-
lished the Association for 
the Study of African-
American Life and History 
in 1915. 
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Do you think 
Professor Ashqar 
was fired because 
lie 's a Palestinian 
activist? 
Harvey Jenkins 
Graduating Senior 
Finance 
"Absolutely, because of 
Howard's political ties, they 
were pressured into firing 
h . " 1m. 
Tiffany Christopher 
Junior 
Film 
"I believe he was fired 
because of his affiliation; 
because if there was another 
reason, Howard wouldn't be 
so tight lipped." 
Anthony Watson 
Junior 
Finance 
"I would hope the universi-
ty would not fire someone 
based on their affiliation, 
but I think more informa-
. tion is needed on both 
parts in order to make an 
informed decision." 
Chinelo Ray 
Graduating Senior 
Information Systems 
"I don't know if he was an 
activist or not, but as a pro-
fessor, he was great and I 
know he would go to great 
lengths to help his people 
and cared about minorities 
in this country." 
' 
PHOTO COUR'ff:SY OF R,\TEMYPROFESSORS.cm1 
Students can evaluate their professors on the free website, 
Ratemyprofessors.com. 
Rate your Professors 
By Alesha Bradshaw 
Contributing Writer 
With just a click of the 
mouse, college students can 
turn the tables on their profes-
sors by giving them the grade. 
On the free website 
Ratemyprofessors.com, stu-
dents can post their opinions 
about their professors and rate 
their performance. Howard has 
48 professors listed with rat-
ings ranging from good to poor 
quality. 
Ratemyprofessors.com is 
the largest and fastest growing 
of several Web sites accessible 
to students nationwide to 
anonyn1ously rate and find out 
background information on 
their institution's professors. 
The website has over 1.1 million 
ratings posted by students. 
More than 250,000 professors 
from more than 3,500 colleges 
and universities nationwide 
have been rated including 14 
colleges and universities in the 
District. 
The purpose of the rate-
myprofessors.com is to be a 
resource to students according 
to site. There, students can find 
out what others think of a pro-
fessor before _signing up for his 
or her classes. 
See PROFESSORS page A9 
• 
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More to the iLab Than Meets The Eye 
By Nakisha Williams 
Asst. Editorial and Perspective 
Editor 
Prior to this year, Andrea 
Durio, fresh1nan sociology 
major, had very little knowl-
edge of laptops. So when 
Durio's computer began to give 
her a plethora of problems-
monitor issues, wireless card 
and Internet chord not work-
ing, damaged software on her 
computer, just to name a few-
she felt helpless. "I tried to fix 
the problems myself and ended 
up accidentally [taking] off 
some of the major programs I 
needed," she said. 
At a loss, the freshman 
brought her laptop to the iLab 
to be serviced. After filling out 
some necessary paperwork her 
computer woes were over. 
To most students, the iLab is 
merely a place that provides 
access to Internet services, 
word processors, and printers. 
But what nuiny students do not 
realize is that there are a num-
ber of other beneficial techno-
logical services that are avail-
able in the iLab for students at 
no additional charge. 
Located in the rear of the iLab, 
the ResNet Support Center pri-
marily deals with telephone, 
cable, and Internet services in 
the dorms. Upon placing a call 
to the center, a student can 
expect a technician to come to 
their dorm and fix 1najor prob-
lems with technology. 
Clint Walker, Director of 
the iLab describes the ResNet 
Support Center as dealing with 
"at your pillow services. If a 
student has a major problem 
with the technology in their 
dorm, we'll try and fix it, or 
refer them to the other con1pa-
nies on campus that may deal 
with their problem." 
Besides fixing major wiring 
problems in dorms, the ResNet 
Support Center is a place where 
students can take their laptops, 
desktop monitors, or desktop 
hard drives to have basic com-
puter ailments looked at. 
Said Gary Hunter Jr., 
Senior Staff Assistant, "If there 
is a problem with a machine, 
students don't have to go to a 
computer company, most times 
I can tell them what's wrong." 
Many students, such as Durio, 
have benefited from this serv-
ice. According to Service 
See ILAB page A9 
•j Spreading The Gospel: The Alpha Omega 
Steppers For Christ To Host ''Bible Jeopardy'' 
By Lateefah Thompson 
Contributing Writer 
To fulfill their mission pro-
moting the word of God 
through praise and step, the 
Alpha Omega Steppers for 
Christ will be hosting "Bible 
Jeopardy" next Wednesday 
evening. 
In "Bible Jeopardy," con-
testants will answer both basic 
and challenging questions 
about the Bible. All students 
are welcome to participate 
after they've submitted their 
the ministry and for trans-
portation. 
Doria Thomas, senior 
chemistry major and coordina-
"I think that this will be a 
fun way to expand the knowl-
edge of the bible to people," 
said Jaida Collins, sophomore 
'' We want to expose the ministry to 
Howard and let them know we do 
' ' other things besides stepping. 
-Doria Thomas, 
Bible Jeopardy Coordinator 
forms for pre-registration. ------------------------
Today is the last day of regis-
selves," said Collins. 
Admission is $ 1 and there 
will be door prizes awarded to 
those who purchase a ticket for 
an additional $1. Some of the 
prizes include gift certificates 
to Starbucks and tickets to a 
play in the area. 
The first prize winner will 
receive a Toshiba DVD player, 
second prize winner will be 
receive a $40 gift certificate to 
Giant Food store, and third 
prize winner will receive two 
AMC movie theater tickets. 
PHOTOS BY 01,\NA 8F.•\GU[ tration. 
tor of the event said, "I'm real-
ly excited about this since it's a 
new idea and it's open to every-
body. I really want it to go 
well." 
biology major and a member of 
the planning committee. 
The Steppers consist of 
about 35 people who perform 
at churches and functions 
throughout the community. 
They occasionally perform at 
A2 
• 
The Steppers are also using 
this as a fundraiser to purchase 
new uniforms and to uphold 
"We're putting a lot of hard 
work into this event so that 
everyone will enjoy them-
The Hilltop 
See STEPPERS page A9 
• 
HBCU Briefs 
Bowie State Celebrates 
Opening of NASA-spon-
sored center 
Bowie State University's 
Satellite Operations and 
Control Center (BSOCC) 
recently celebrated the offi-
cial opening of the center, 
which was established in 
1996. The center is a joint 
venture between the univer-
sity, the Goddard Space 
Flight Center of the National 
Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), and 
Honeywell Corporation. 
Ray Charles Donates 
$1 million to Dillard 
University 
Renowned musician Ray 
Charles recently donated $1 
million to the New Orleans 
institution to go toward the 
study of African-American 
music, food and tradition. 
Charles made the donation 
through the Robinson 
Foundation for Hearing 
Disorders which he heads. 
Dillard officials view this as 
an opportunity to preserve 
African-American heritage 
through video, oral history, 
and library cataloguing. 
Shaw 
University 
Shaw University 
Awarded $6 million to 
Study Health Disparities 
Shaw University has 
partnered with the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill to study health dispari-
ties in minority healthcare. 
The initiative, called Project 
EXPORT will be funded by a 
$6 million grant from the 
National ~enter for Minority 
Health and Health 
Disparities. 
Southern's Digest 
Sweeps BCCA Awards 
The Black College 
Communications 
Association (BCCA) award-
ed Southern University's 
Digest seven out of 16 
Excellence in Journalism 
Awards at the 2003 BCCA 
Awards in Dallas this week. 
The Digest competed 
against 11 other HBCU 
newspapers. 
November 14, 2003 
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HUSA Holds Listening Tour in Annex 
HUSA from At 
ated, including why tuition is 
on a continuous rise. 
HUSA advised students to 
document conversations and 
be persistent whether pursu-
ing a job or filing a grievance 
with University services. 
Students in attendance appre-
ciated the informal opportuni-
ty to address their issues with 
HUSA president, vice presi-
dent and staff, who offered a 
plethora of tips, information, 
advice, and their own expert-
ise. Freshman biology major 
Veronica Mitchell said, "This 
meeting was very informative. 
I was looking for a way to get 
involved and they gave me a 
lot of pointers on student 
activities and volunteer work. 
It was a very comfortable set-
ting for me to talk openly and 
share my views." 
Sophomore political sci-
ence major Ine Ogagan was 
also satisfied with the event. 
"I am definitely glad I 
came. Our student govern-
ment is made up of very level-
headed people," Ogagan said. 
"They were down-to-earth 
and straightforward. I feel like 
they really take into consider-
ation our opinions and views. 
They related to us and I liked 
that." 
Johnson said, "Although 
we may have lost some stu-
dents to Verbal Armageddon 
or the sneak preview of the 
n ew Tupac movie, we a re 
here. Student leadership is 
never convenient. We are here 
for the student body and we 
are responsible to you all." 
Shak-C Wins Verbal Armageddon 
KING fromA1 
champion of Verbal 
Armageddon. 
"The winner receives a cash 
prize of $300, a trophy, and a · 
chance to go compete in other 
competitions at other schools 
like American University and 
Princeton," said Tiffany 
Jackson, junior film major and 
event coordinator for the com-
petition. 
According to Fain, this was 
his fourth time c01npeting in the 
competition. The difference this 
time, he feels, is that he put all of 
his energy into his conscious 
writing and got his mind right 
for the battle round, which in 
previous years seemed to be his 
weak spot. 
For his conscious writing, 
he used lyrics off of his own CD. 
He spoke about issues that 
November 14, 2003 
many people do not like to deal 
with, such as the black man in 
the hood, crooked preachers, 
and America as a whole. 
"His winning was a long 
time coming. I know he's not too 
happy because he would have 
wished that there was better 
competition this year," said 
Malik Sharif, one of the hosts for 
this year's competition. The 
other host was Brandon Carter 
from Chicago; together he and 
Sharif are a rap group called 
Bassline. 
Freshman RTVF major 
Jephree Whites said, "Shak-C 
did a good job, he deserved to 
win. He was consistent with his 
rhymes especially when his 
opponent slipped-up a little and 
he was consistent with his bat-
tle." 
Senior systems and comput-
er science major Fred Jenkins 
said, "Shak-C is a real good 
PHOTO BY RO'< ROC:lr:RS 
Winner of this year's Verbal Armageddon, Shak-C. 
emcee, I think he had a lot of 
creativity and he's a well-round-
ed emcee. He was good in all 
three of the areas- the conscious 
writing, freestyling and the bat-
tlin " g. 
Jenkins added, "Overall the 
competition was actually good, 
everybody had talent. I just wish 
that it was more of a hip-hop 
environment, they could have 
had less chairs so there would be 
standing room." 
Whites said, "The competi-
tion was good, but next year, the 
emcees need to step it up, as far 
as with their freestyling." 
The Hilltop 
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Phi Alpha Delta 
Celebrates 37 Years 
LAW from At 
was a giant for African-
Americans and America. He was 
a great American hero." 
Charles Langston discussed 
the racism and prejudice that was 
prevalent during John Langston's 
lifetime. Born a free man in 1829 
in Louisa County, Va. to a 
wealthy, white plantation owner 
Ralph Quarles, and _Lucy 
Langston, who was a freed slave, 
John Langston became one of the 
leading figures in the fight for 
black equality in America. 
Orphaned at an early age, 
Langston quickly learned the 
in1portance of self-reliance and 
achievement. 
After his parents' deaths, 
Langston, along with his two 
older brothers moved in with a 
family friend, William Gooch, 
who cared for them. When 
Gooch decided to move to 
Missouri witl1 his family, 
Langston was forced to move to 
Cincinnati because his inheri-
tance was not guaranteed in the 
state of Missouri. 
_As a young 1nan, Langston 
attended Oberlin Collegiate 
Institute in 1844, where he went 
on to earn his degree in 1849 and 
continued on to the graduate the-
ology program at Oberlin. After 
being denied admittance to law 
school, he studied law under 
Philemon Bliss and eventually 
became the first black lawyer in 
Ohio. 
Among his list of numerous 
accomplishments, Langston 
holds the titles of being the first 
African-American elected to 
Congress by popular vote, the 
first African-American elected to 
any public office in America, the 
first Inspector General of the 
Freedn1an's Bureau. General 
Oliver Otis Howard, the head of 
the Freedman's Bureau called 
upon Langston's assistance for 
the organization of the law 
school. Langston assumed the 
role of law school president for a 
brief period. 
He was also considered by 
many to be a great orator and 
traveled the preaching circuit 
with his contemporaries, includ-
ing abolitionist and author 
Frederick Douglass. 
Students such as first year 
law student and fraternity mem-
ber Keri Foster appreciate the 
sacrifices that people such as 
Langston made for the Black 
co1nmunity. "There is a tendency 
for students to think, 'Oh, that 
was as long time ago,' but it is 
iinportant to be knowledgeable 
about people like [John 
Langston),'' she said. "It renews 
[my] dedication to [my] studies 
and doing well because of the 
knowledge of how hard he 
worked." 
K.'\china Dacosta, a third 
year law student and member of 
the fraternity thinks that 
Langston's life is an important 
symbol of black history that 
everyone should know. "Titls is 
something that I would have 
liked to have known as an incom-
ing student. It was a wonderful 
eye-opening experience that adds 
to the rich history of the founda-
tion the law is built on." 
A3 
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Poverty Goes Straight to Your Hips 
(Nov.14-Nov.20) Income and Education Impacts Teen Obesity and Depression 
Aries (Mar. 21-Apr. 19) 
This will be a busy week for 
you as you have many profes-
sional and social responsibili-
ties. Don't worry, at the end of 
the day your beau will be there 
to massage your feet and relieve 
you from your long days at 
work. 
Taurus (Apr. 20-May 20 ) 
This week will find you 
spending a lot of time to your-
self. Tension between you and a 
close friend may arise but it 
won't last for long. 
Gemini (May 21-June 20) 
This week will find you in a 
more social frame of mind. You 
want a relationship to happen 
but this isn't the right time. 
Unexpected news regarding 
money or sex may arise. 
Cancer (June 21-July 22) 
Pl IOTO COUR rESY OF ACCURATE-Dlhf-PILLS.CO\1 
In a recent study, researchers found that children who 
come from families with lower Incomes are more likely to 
suffer from depression and obesity. 
By H olland Johns on 
Contributing Writer 
Poverty really does get 
under your skin. Research 
proves that child ren from 
poorer fan1ilies tend to be the 
most overweight. 
Depression and obesity in 
teens can be affected by a 
family's income and educa-
tion level, says a study by 
researchers from Brandeis 
University in Massachusetts 
and Cincinnati Children's 
Hospital Medical Center. 
The analysis of more than 
15,000 young people in the 
United States found about a 
third of the cases of depres-
sion and obesity among those 
teens could be attributed to 
being from fan1ilies with low 
incomes or having parents 
with low levels of educat ion. 
But don't blame parents 
for raising them up inappro-
priately, studies show that it 
makes no difference at all. 
Obesity researcher 
Elizabeth Good1nan, M.D., 
from Brandeis Univers ity 
said in a recent article, 
"socioeconomic status 
accounts for a large propor-
tion of the disease burden 
within the whole population. 
To understand youth health 
and behaviors, the context in 
which youth live must be con-
sidered." 
• The researchers used the 
1994 household income data 
and parents' educational 
attainment from the families 
of 15,112 adolescents, sur-
veyed as part of National 
Longitudinal Study of 
Adolescent Health. 
Goodman's group applied a 
standard measure of depres-
s ion and calculated body 
mass index from the 
teenagers' height and weight 
to determine obesity. 
Experts say the deeper 
roots of the obesity problem 
lie at the crossroads between 
social status and biology. 
Generally speaking, even if 
rich kids and poor kids eat 
exactly the same diet - from 
Big Macs and fries to tofu and 
granola - the poor kids get 
fatter . 
Research shows children 
raised in low socioeconomic 
settings prod uce greater 
amounts of cortisol, a stress 
. hormone. In a 2001 study, 
researchers from McGill 
University 1neasured the hor-
See POVERTY page AB Sudden news will have you 
feeling insecure though you will 
be able to bounce back with the 
help of a good friend. This time 
of your life is a trial period 
where you'll learn how to better 
handle complicated situations. 
Cypher Stent Drug Tied to Causing Blood Clots 
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) 
Disruptive influences will 
have you in a tight bind. This is 
a time to pull away from friends 
or a lover who doesn't have 
your best interests in mind. You 
anticipate an upcoming trip 
where you will see loved ones. 
Vll'go (Aug. 23-Sept.22) 
Virgos involved in a rela-
tionship will impose their views 
on their partner this week. A 
laid back approach is what you 
need to make the relationship 
run smoother. Upcoming plans 
to spend time with family will 
be made. 
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
New job opportunities may 
come through easier than you 
thought it would. Worries 
about money and kids may 
plague your mind. 
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov.21) 
You will have a nonchalant 
approach to career and person-
al responsibilities. You feel 
overworked and are deter-
1nined to make this week a 
relaxation period. 
Sagittarius (Nov.22-Dec.21) 
This weekend will have you 
doing it up with friends at a 
lounge or social gathering. You 
will have an "I don't care" type 
of attitude toward a past lover 
who is trying to come back into 
your life. 
By Janeen Straughn 
Contributing Writer 
Although thousands of The stent is coated with a med-
angioplasty and artery bypass ication that makes re-clogging 
surgery procedures are per- of an artery more difficult, thus 
formed each year, 15-30% of decreasing the chance of anoth-
Heart disease is the num- patients experience a re-clog- er surgery. 
ber one cause of death in the ging of the artery again However, just three 
United States. One out of four (restenosis) and within a year, months after the FDA approved 
people suffer from the condi- it must be treated again with the drug, Cordis Corporation 
tiou each year. another angioplasty or bypass issued a warning letter to 
Some health and risk fac- surgery. health care professionals 
tors that increase heart disease Coronary stents are informing a potential, not guar-
include cigarette smoking, expandable, slotted metal anteed risk of sub acute throm-
excessive alcohol intake, inade- tubes inserted into the vessel to bosis (SAT), n1ore commonly 
quate physical activity, obesity, provide structural support. kno.,..'11 as a blood clot. The 
cholesterol and hypertension. They have been around since FDA had received 47 medical 
There are several forms of 1993 but stent technology con- device reports of stent throm-
heart disease. Out of these, tinues to i1nprove with more bosis at that tin1e. 
coronary artery disease (CAD) effective and heath beneficial It is unclear what negative 
is the most common and kills stents that have since been effect the cypher stent may 
the most people annually. More introduced. have. The FDA and Cordis 
than 5 million people currently In April of 2003, the Food Corporation are still research-
are living with this disease. and Drug Administration ing and doing further investiga-
However, when properly diag- approved the newest and first tion. Last month, the FDA had 
nosed, CAD is treatable. drug eluding stent on the mar- 290 reports involving throm-
Coronary Artery Disease ket, the Cypher Sirolimus bosis. Out of those 290 reports, 
occurs when tl1ere is a main Eluding Coronary Stent, intro- 60 were associated with patient 
blockage in the arteries, thus duced by Cordis Corporation (a deaths. 
decreasing blood flow to the Johnson & Johnson con1pany). Martin Schildhouse, a 
heart. Sometimes it can be In an FDA news a1ticle in April spokesperson for Cordis 
treated with medications to of 2003, the FDA Corporation, does not want this 
help lower cholesterol and pre- Commissioner Mark information to discourage 
vent a heart attack but there is McClellan, stated, "Drug-elut- patients from using the coro-
a high risk of a stroke or heart ing stents c01nbine drugs with nary stent. "The cypher stent 
attack if CAD is not treated. medical devices to provide was designed to reduce re-
Sometimes more drastic 1neas- more effective care for many blockage of an artery, not to 
ures like surgery are taken in patients with heart disease. reduce sub acute thrombosis," 
order to treat CAD. Coronary FDA is working to 1nake sure he explains. ''It does not 
artery bypass surgery, an oper- its regulatory procedures increase greater chances of get-
ation in which a section of the encourage the quick and effi- ting SAT." 
vein or artery is used to bypass cient approval of such safe and Patients who have had a 
a blockage in the artery, is per- effective combination prod- stent procedure must take one 
formed on thousands of ucts." or more blood-thinning agents, 
patients each year. Balloon The object of the stent is to such as aspirin or ticlopidine in 
angioplasty is also a common open clogged coronary arteries. order to reduce tl1e chances of 
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.19) method that enlarges the blood It allows infected arteries to getting a blood clot. Cordis 
Your family life is chaotic vessel and increases the blood remain open after being Corporation issues a few rec-
due to past developments and flow. cleared by balloon angioplasty. ornmendations and sugges-
tions before receiving the stent 
because it is not for everyone. 
The corporation advises to 
select the appropriate stent size 
to fit the vessel, select appro-
priate patients for in1plantation 
and use an adequate anti-
platelet regimen for at least 
three months. 
The FDA advises patients 
who cannot take aspirin or 
blood-thinning medicine, who 
have an allergy to the drug 
sirolimus, who have had a 
recent cardiac surgery, and 
those who have a blockage in 
the coronary artery that will 
not allow complete inflation of 
the balloon (during balloon 
angioplasty surgery) to not 
receive the coronary stent. 
Women who are pregnant or 
nursing are also advised not to 
receive the stent. 
Though there may be a few 
risks involved, the majority of 
patients who have received the 
coronary stent have found it 
beneficial with no serious side 
effects. With over 800,000 
angioplasty surgeries per-
formed annually, the release of 
the coronary stent is excellent 
news for most patients wishing 
to end their battle with 
Coronary Artery Disease. 
Schildhouse gives final reassur-
ance that the stent poses no 
serious health risks for the 
n1ajority of the patients who 
receive it. "When you look at 
the real world data, there is a 
consistent safety profile," he 
replies. "There appears to be no 
high risk of blood clots or 
death." 
The American 
Heart 
Association's 
Guidelines for 
preventing heart 
disease: 
-Eat a variety of 
fruits and veg-
etables daily 
Maintain a level 
of physical 
activity 
-Eat foods with 
• grains 
Increase your 
intake of fiber 
-Balance the 
number of calo-
ries you eat with 
the number of 
calories you use 
each day 
this has your mind swirling. 
~ert~~/~:i:~:ty~:t~r;~~ ~. New Anti-Depressant May Cause Liver Failure 
keep a low profile. Mixed emo-
tions may cause you difficulty 
in assessing the situation. 
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) 
One thing that Aquarians 
are known for is their tendency 
to be aloof. This week will find 
you keeping to yourself for no 
apparent reason. You will feel 
as though others don't under-
stand the situation you are cur-
rently going through. 
Pisces (Feb.19- Mar.20) 
This week will find you tak-
ing risks and handling business 
negotiations. Your search for 
true love and a better life has 
you feeling depressed and this 
may cause you to pull away 
from others temporarily. 
-Comp iled and Written by 
Leesa Davis 
A4 
By Tonja Alexander 
Contributing Writer 
Anti-depressant Serzone 
was already removed from 
European markets and is soon to 
be snatched from Canadian sales 
as well. Liver complications and 
fatal liver failure have been prob-
lems associated with the drug, 
which is why USA Today claims 
it should be removed from the 
United States market as well. 
Serzone, the generic name 
Nefazodone Hydrochloride, was 
approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) in 1994. 
Serzone is thought to treat 
depression and ease insomnia by 
correcting an imbalance in the 
amounts of certain natural 
chemicals in the brain. Serzone 
hinders an enzyme instrumental 
to drug metabolism, thereby per-
mitting the drug to build toxic 
levels in the liver. Since that 
enzyme metabolizes other med-
ications, patients taking other 
drugs are at a higher risk. 
In addition to liver prob-
lems, yellowing of the skin or 
whites of eyes, dark urine, loss of 
appetite for a sustained period of 
time, nausea, and abdominal 
pain are other complications of 
the drug. 
Consumer advocacy group 
Public Citizen petitioned the 
FDA in March to ban the drug 
but was denied. On Oct. 29 the 
group petitioned the FDA again, 
citing Canadian incidences. 
As a Result, the FDA man-
dated that the maker, Bristol-
Myers Squibb, must notify doc-
tors in writing that patients 
could suffer severe liver failw·e 
that could lead to death or a nee-
essary liver transplant. 
Sidney Wolfe, Director of 
Public Citizens Health Research 
Group, detailed 55 cases of liver 
failw·e in the petition, including 
20 deaths and 39 additional 
cases of liver complications, 
since Serzone was introduced. 
Even more severe, the anti-
depressant has caused 11 deaths 
in the US. 
Serzone sales in Canada will 
end Nov. 27 to allow patients to 
change their medication. 
On Jan. 8, Serzone was 
banned from all European coun-
tries because it was in connec-
tion with 26 deaths caused by 
liver damage. In Europe, the 
drug was marketed under 
Dutonin instead of Senone. 
In December 2001, the FDA 
notified Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Co. that it n1ust. include a black-
The Hilltop 
box warning label explaining to 
patients the complications and 
side-effects of the drug. Since the 
FDA placed the black-box warn-
ing on Serzone, side-effect 
reports have increased. The 
black-box label is the most 
severe warning issued by the 
FDA. 
In the Mar. 6 petition, the 
Health Research Group conclud-
ed that Serzone did not differ sig-
nificantly from older versions of 
the anti-depressant. Wolfe states 
in writing to the FDA that the 
United States is lagging behind 
other countries in drug safety 
and urges the removal of the 
drug before more people are 
injured or killed. 
Bristol-Myers Squibb Co. 
says Serzone cases with liver fail-
ure are very rare and side-effect 
rates have not increased, there-
fore there is no need for renewed 
concern. The company further 
states there is no new data that 
would alter the risk-benefit 
assessment of the product. 
The black-box label warning 
includes the reported rate of liver 
failure in the United States and it 
is about one case resulting in 
death or transplant per 250 ,0 0 0 
to 300,000 patient per years of 
Serzone treatment, a representa-
tion of about three to four times 
the estimated background rate of 
liver failure. However, this 
report is an underestimate due 
to under reporting and the true 
risk could be higher than this 
ACCORDING TO WHO? 
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Pudin de Arroz/ Rice Pudding, Spanish Dessert Recipe 
Whether you have been to Spain or would just like to learn 
1nore about the Spanish culture, discovering a new dessert is a 
great way to impress your friends, fa1nily or even that special 
somebody. This rich and delicious Rice Pudding is not too heavy 
and is very popular throughout Spain. In fact, most of the ingre-
dients listed below can be found collecting dust in the cabinets 
of many students. So expand your horizon and try out this 
suothing dish. 
Ingredients for this Spanish dessert: 
3 3/ 4 cups cooked white rice 
2 1/2 cups of sugar 
6 tsp. butt;er 
6 cups milk 
2 tsp. vanilla extract 
5 eggs, beaten 
1/ 4 cup brandy 
dash of salt 
• 
Preparation Instructions for Rice Pudding: 
In a large saucepan, heat the milk, rice, and butter over 
medium heat for 5 minutes, taking care not to over boil. 
In a sn1all bowl, mix the eggs, vanilla extract, sugar, and salt 
until smooth. 
Pour the brandy and the egg mixture into rice and mix well 
until thickened. 
Transfer the mix-ture to a baking pan and place pan inside a 
larger pan containing about 1 inch of water. 
Bake at 350 degrees for about 1 hour or until done. 
Remove pan from the water and allow to cool. 
Chill at least an hour before serving. 
Serve in individual dessert bowls. Raisins or other dried 
fruit can be added for flavor. 
-Compiled by Lauren Childress 
' 
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A Tribute 
to a 
Few of My 
Mentors 
By Sean T. Parker 
Asst. Nation & World 
Editor 
In my 20 years on this 
earth, I have learned a lot 
about politics and the 
political system. At a very 
young age, I learned that 
their were 3 branches of 
government: Executive, 
Judicial and Legislative 
Branch. I learned of their 
roles and responsibilities 
and about checks and bal-
ances. 
In high school I was 
introduced to grassroots 
politics - lacing up the 
gym shoes and going door-
to-door and constituent-to-
constituent. With grass-
roots efforts, the goal is to 
spend as little 1noney as 
possible, usually because 
you don't have any. 
In high school I chose 
to work on a campaign as a 
school project. Most peo-
ple who know rue, would 
probably have a hard time 
believing I haven't always 
felt this passionately about 
politics. At one point in 
my life, I wanted to be a 
doctor, not the first black 
President of the United 
States. But when I decided 
to volunteer for a cam-
paign, I chose to work with 
an African American 
woman. I ½'llS black, so I 
wanted to work with a 
black person, and 111 admit 
my scope was somewhat 
narrow. I worked with 
Alicia Reece, a graduate of 
Grambling University, one 
of our fellow HBCUs. 
My first day as a vol-
unteer, I put stamps on a 
glossy n1ailer that her crun-
paign had purchased to be 
sent out to Cincinnati resi-
dents. Not paying 111uch 
attention,Icontinuedto 
affix the stamps on the 
n1ailers, while talking with 
some of my classmates 
who volunteered for the 
same campaign. 
That night, my parents 
were supposed to pick 111e 
up at 7Pm, but they were 
held up and I was forced to 
stay at the campaign head-
quarters. During this tirne, 
I receive the opportunity to 
talk to the candidate, one-
on-one. I realized that not 
only was she a regular per-
son, we had a lot of simi-
larities. Here I was talking 
to an aspiring politician 
about life at HBCUs, a 
topic that I wanted to talk 
about. 
Six years later, that 
aspiring politician I volun-
teered for is the Vice-
Mayor of Cincinnati. She 
went fron1 grassroots and 
no money, to grassroots 
and political commercials. 
She went fron1 volunteers 
to paid campaign workers. 
She was able to do this 
because sbe paid ber dues 
A6 
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Online Music Outselling Singles 
Digital music gains popularity among students while CDs called obsolete 
By Michael Lawson 
Contributing Writer 
Taking the Metro to the record store to get that hard-to-find single and purchasing it: $.7 or 
$8. 
Sitting at home in your under-
wear and buying that same single in 
minutes for 99 cents: priceless. 
This seems to be the equation 
many consumers are considering 
when it was recently reported that 
singles bought online nearly doubled 
the amount of compact disc singles 
bought in U.S. stores. According to 
Billboard magazine, 7.7 million 
tracks were bought and downloaded 
since the end of June con1pared with 
four million CD singles sold. 
"It's easier to get online at home 
and click a button than going out to 
the store and spending $4.99 on a 
single. It's a matter of convenience," 
said sophomore nursing major 
Claudia Benjamin, an avid music lis-
tener and downloader. 
Some of the most popular servic-
es for downloading music legiti-
mately are Apple's iTunes, the new 
Napster and Musicmatch that charge 
a small fee of 99 cents. These servic-
es came about as a response to free 
music swapping services such as 
Kazaa and Limewire that record 
companies blame for falling CD 
sales. 
However, many students still 
take advantage of these free services. 
"I don't even remember the last 
single I actually bought," said soph-
omore Computer Science major 
Brandon Coates. "If I want a song I 
just go online and download 
it for free." 
Price is not only an issue 
for the consumer but for the 
businesses that sell singles 
also. 
"Singles are basically 
used as a promotional tool," 
said Will Richardson, a n1an-
ager at Sam K Records, 
whose store does not even 
sell singles. Richardson 
explained how it n1akes bet-
ter business sense to deal 
·with full -length CDs. 
"With CDs, [the record 
store] can turn the1n back in 
after 60 days for a partial 
refund if they are not selling, 
said Richardson. "With sin-
gles, after about two or three 
months, we're just stuck 
with them. A song that is hot 
this month may not be hot 
next month." 
This sales trend is also 
probably more indicative of 
a larger change - the natu-
ral advent of new technolo-
gy. Just as the record was 
replaced by the 8-Track, the 
8-Track by the cassette and 
the cassette by the compact 
disc, digital music may very well be 
the wave of the future. 
If this is the beginning of the end 
of the CD, Benjamin is looking for-
ward to the future. 
"Hopefully CDs are [becoming 
obsolete]. They're big and bulky and 
then if they get scratched what can 
you do?" After pulling out her CD 
case, Benjamin noticed the last sin-
~, ~ :, 
• 
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gle she had actually bought was 
Destiny Child's "Bills, Bills, Bills" 
from 1999. 
Despite being initiated in the 
computer, digital 1nusic still main-
tains versatility. 
"Music from the computer is 
easier to put on an MP3 player or 
burn on a CD if you still want it 
there. It's just more portable," said 
Pl IOTO ILLCSTRArlO'< BY SI IANI 0 . HILT0:-1 
Coates. The popularity of MP3 
portability can be shown in the vari-
ous devices produced to play them, 
including even a new cell 
phone/mp3 player from Nokia. 
Junior psychology major Danelle 
Parker-Mason telling argument for 
why people woµld choose to down-
load s ingles was simple. "It just 
makes sense." 
John Edwards Believes in College for Everyone 
By Jacques Purvis 
Contributing Writer 
Senator John Edwards, 
who many consider to have the 
charisma of John Kennedy, the 
presidential physique of Bill 
Clinton, mixed with the south-
ern charm of Lyndon Johnson 
may be the most electable "All 
American," hardworking, self-
made candidate. 
The first in his family to 
attend college, Senator 
Edwards' (D-N.C.) presidential 
platform has tru1npeted several 
programs that have reached 
out directly to students, 1nak-
ing him a sound voter choice 
despite his low poll figures. 
colleges for every qualified stu-
dent that is willing to work or 
serve their communities for an 
average of 10 hours each week. 
In addition to his College 
for Everyone Plan, Senator 
Edwards has also proposed a 
College Affordability Plan, 
which will pay the education 
costs for students who make a 
five-year commitment to teach 
where quality teachers are 
needed. Sen. Edwards has also 
introduced a health care plan 
that calls for coverage for 
everyone 21 years old and 
younger. 
Whether his plans are real-
istic or not are subject to 
debate. 
to," said Josh Thompson, a 25 
year old ex-marine. "If you 
look back at the budgets of pre-
vious years, funds for educa-
tion are constantly ineffi-
cient ... To think that there 
would be enough money to 
support such a program as sug-
gested by Sen. Edwards is ludi-
crous. " 
Born in Seneca, South 
Carolina and raised 111 
Robbins, North Carolina, 
Edwards learned at a young 
age the values of hard work 
from his middle-class parents 
Wallace and Bobbie. 
the concerns of African 
American issues. 
"I don't think Edwards' has 
articulated his position on 
African American issues," 
Constitutional Law Professor 
Darlene Jackson said. "With 
exception to Al Sharpton, I was 
disappointed with all the can-
didates for not keep their com-
mitment to at t end the 
Kennedy/King annual gala." 
The event was sponsored 
by the Demorratic State 
Committee and took place on 
Nov. 2. 
PIIOTO COURTESY JOIINEDWARDS2QO.I.Cml 
According to www.johned-
wards2oo4.com, his platform 
has a College for Everyone plan 
which proposes to provide one 
year of free tuition to public 
universities and community 
"In an ideal world, this 
would be a wonderful program 
to afford the opportunity of 
attending a university or col-
lege for continuing education 
for many who may not be able 
For a short period, John 
worked with his father in a tex-
tile mill while his mother 
worked at a post office. His 
middle-class background 
makes him an attractive candi-
date to some, but many African 
Americans feel as though he 
has not done his best in voicing 
With his political ambition 
sparked by his son Wade's 
death in 1996, Edwards decid-
ed that it was time to give up 
his career as a trial lawyer and 
make major changes in society. 
In 1998 he decided to run for 
Senate and won, defeating a 
John Edwards {D-N.C.) worked as a 
trial lawyer before joining Congress See EDWARDS page AB 
Black Voters' Eligibility Challenged By Republican Party 
•• 
By Kaneicia Brown 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
The black right to 
vote, also known as 
enfranchisement, is called 
the Voter's Rights Act, 
and was enacted in 1965 
to end the discrimination 
of "whites only" voting in 
the south. Two revisions 
under Section 5 of the act 
require renewal by 2007. 
If not renewed, the effect 
could be detrimental to 
the African American 
race. 
The revisions consist 
of the clearance of pro-
posed changes in local 
registration and voting 
procedures. Even though 
the original provisions 
have not yet expired, the 
Kentucky Republican 
Party and newly elected 
Governor Ernie Fletcher 
have planned to assign 
poll challengers in pre-
dominately African 
Alnerican neighborhoods 
to challenge their eligibili-
ty to vote. 
"It's in outrage," said 
the junior legal communi-
cations major Kim Carr. 
"Disenfranchisement 
is an outrage in 2003." 
The Black 
Congressional Caucus 
(BCC) feels the same. 
Chairman Elijah E. 
Cummings wrote a letter 
to President George Bush, 
calling on hiin to "contact 
the Fletcher Campaign 
and the Kentucky 
Republican Party and tell 
them to cease and desist." 
No word has come 
from Bush as of yet, but 
Communicz.tions Director 
Doug Thornell, also of the ing if one cannot afford to 
BCC, is opti1nistic. go to college. This ½rill 
"We helped push the decrease voting process 
Help America Vote Act of errors, and ensure every 
2002," said Thornell, who vote will be counted." 
believes in the Act a great The Act, however, 
' ' Blocking the vote is a 
way of suppressing us. 
They are not trying to hear 
our voice in the system. 
They 1nay try to do soniething 
to pacify us, so we don't 
riot or get out of control.'' 
-Adam Wynn, 
sophomore, radio-television-film 
deal. "It will help increase 
the young vote, explain 
the voting process thor-
oughly, discuss career 
options, advise on fund-
ing college, and job train-
The Hilltop 
hasn't had enough fund-
ing to fully co1nplete its 
m1ss1on. Congress has 
not released the full 
amount of funding 
allowed to it, and 
President Bush refused to 
sign the ballad to process 
the funding. 
The Black 
Congressional Congress 
plans to hold a town 
meeting next year, to fur-
ther educate young people 
on the importance of vot-
ing. 
"In April we held a 
town meeting at 
Howard," said Thornell. 
"We had a positive experi-
ence there and would def-
initely consider Howard 
as a meeting place in the 
future." 
In addition to acting 
upon the intentions of the 
Kentucky Republican 
Party, the Black 
Congressional Congress is 
heavily involved with the 
Voters' Right Act dilem-
ma. 
Adam Wynn, a soph-
omore radio-television-
film maJor, feels that 
court action isn't going to 
be enough. "More blacks 
need to come out and 
vote," said the native of 
Washington, D.C. 
"Blocking the vote is a 
way of suppressing us. 
They are not trying to 
hear our voice in the sys-
tem. They may try to do 
something to pacify us, so 
we don't riot or get out of 
control." 
Joel Williams, a jun-
ior from Danville, VA, 
agrees. "I think the peo-
ple doing th.is should be 
punished," said the legal 
communications major. 
"It is offensive to all vot-
ers, especially blacks. We 
deserve better than that." 
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U.S. Vetoes U.N. Resolution Against Cuban Trade' Embargo 
This is the 12th Consecutive Year the United Nations has voted against 42-year-old US.-imposed embargo 
By Naeesa Aziz 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
L
ast week n1arked the twelfth consecu-
tive year that the U.S. h·as ignored the 
U.N.'s resolution to end a 42-year-old 
trade embargo against Cuba. Although 
U.N. resolutions are not binding, the resolution 
concerning the e1nbargo passed overwheln1ing-
ly as only Israel and the Marshall Islands joined 
the U.S. in opposition. 
Year after year, a similar 
resolution is passed against 
the embargo and year after 
year the U.S. holds firm to its 
pro-embargo, anti-Castro 
stance. Recent events, how-
ever, are beginning to· indi-
cate progress. U.S. govern-
ment officials and business 
people are making frequent 
trips to the island and law-
makers are workirg on legis-
lation that will allow U.S. cit-
izens to travel to Cuba more 
freely. 
' 
to travel abroad - and if you are a dissident, 
the chances of getting one are almost zero." 
The embargo has been in place since 1961 
when Cuba defeated a CIA backed assault on 
the Bay of Pigs. The plan of the covert mission 
was to overthrow Castro and his regime. 
Purposes of the subsequent embargo were to 
punish President Fidel Castro and force him to 
change his ways or oust him from office, but in 
the 42 years since the e1nbargo, neither has 
happened. In response to the international sentiment 
and in defense of the U.S., ambassador Sichan 
Siv, the U.S. representative to the U.N. 
Economic and Social Council, told the assem-
bly that the sanctions will end when Cuba ousts 
Fidel Castro and changed many of its social and 
economic policies. 
"Cuba's best day is when the Cuban people 
have tenninated Castro's evil Communist dic-
tatorial regime and said to him, 'Hasta la vista, 
baby,"' Siv told delegates. 
But progress usually 
comes slow, or not all. The 
U.S.'s last great act of diplo-
PHoro COliRI LW BBCNEWS.CO,\I 
macy was in 2000, when Cuban Prime Minister Fidel Castro was elected to the post in 1959. 
Throughout its history the embargo has 
undergone a serif's of changes throughout the 
years with different Presidents tightening and 
loosing restrictions at their will. Several acts, 
extensions and other laws have accompanied 
the en1bargo through its 4 decade run and 
many are wondering just how long it will last. 
Congress legalized the sale of 
Siv continued to say that Cuba's economic 
losses and troubles are a result of Cuba's 'failed 
economic policy' and not sanctions. The 
ambassador's comments sparked a rebuttal 
fron1 Felipe Perez, Havana Foreign Minister, 
who answered: ''It is the people of Cuba who 
say 'Hasta la vista to the blockade, Hasta la 
vista to genocide." 
food to Cuba for the first time 
since 1961. Despite the U.S.' 
position to keep the sanctions, Cuba has its 
share of sympathizers on Capitol Hill. Whether 
empathizing with farmers or travel agents, 
members of Congress are speaking out against 
the sanctions. 
New York Tunes, Cuban Journalist Claudia 
Marquez Linares expresses the ambivalence 
and dissolution that exists among Cuban dissi-
dents. 
Because of , the embargo's long history, 
there isn't much of a public uproar for policy 
change. Being in place for longer than 1nost 
Howard students have been alive, many stu-
dents don't fully understand the conflict. 
Sophomore Kia Davis commented on the 
embargo. 
"It [the en1bargo] violates the U.N. Charter. 
"Unilateral sanctions stop not just the flow 
of goods, but the flow of ideas," said Senator 
Michael Enzi of Wyoming. "Ideas of freedom 
and democracy are the keys to positive change 
in any nation." 
''There is unanimity that the Cuban govern-
ment does not deserve any sort of reward now, 
just half a year after it cArried out the worst 
crackdown on the opposition in decades - the 
arrest of 75 dissidents, who were quickly given 
prison up to 28 years," Linarez wrote. 
"The proble1n is that when it comes to 
Cuba, the flow of ideas, not to mention people, 
is hardly free. Sharing ideas can land you in jail, 
and one has to ask the government for a permit 
"Maybe the U.S. needs to reevaluate what 
purpose the en1bargo has and if its still neces-
sary," Davis said. "Obviously the old plan isn't 
working. Castro is still in power and commu-
nism still exists." 
Communism certainly exists and not just in 
Cuba. U.S. relations with other c01nmunist 
nations such as China add more ammunition 
for those in opposition to the embargo. 
It hurts international trade and curtails free 
navigation. It goes so far as to penalize entre-
preneurs from other countries form investing 
in Cuba," Perez continued. 
But just like every good debate, there are 
two sides to the opinion on the policy, even 
among Cubans. In an article published in the 
Senate Republicans Call for 30-Hour Debate 
By Sean T. Parker 
Asst. Nation & World Editor 
Preparing for what 1s 
expected to be 30 hours of 
debate, the Senate prepared 
cots and coffee. The debate, 
titled "Justice for Judges" last-
ed all day Wednesday night 
through midnight Thursday 
with the main discussion on 
who's to blame for some of 
President Bush's nominees not 
making it to the federal 
appeals bench. 
Republicans and 
Democrats condemned each 
other in 30-n1inute face-offs 
over four filibustered U.S. 
Appeals Court nominees: 
Alabama attorney General 
William Pryor, Texas judge 
Priscilla Owen, Mississippi 
judge Charles Pickering and 
Hispanic lawyer Miguel 
Estrada. 
Democrats have refused to 
allow confirmation votes, and 
Republicans have not been 
able to get the 60 votes to force 
them in a Senate split ½'1th 51 
GOP senators, 48 Democrats 
and one independent. 
Frustrated at the delays, 
Estrada withdrew his name in 
Sept. 
The all-night Senate ses-
sion, the first since 1994, was 
more political theater than 
substance, as both sides agret" 
that nothing is likely to happen 
to break a stale1nate over four 
1'110 l'O COURl F.SY BBC1'FWS C0\1 
Both democrats and rcpublicuns prepared for the long night ahead with plenty of 
coffee, headache pills and cots for napping. 
of President Bush's nominees 
for the U.S. Court of Appeals. 
Republicans hoped the all-
night Senate session - the first 
the night. A support group 
sent them "care packages" con-
taining coffee, headache pills, 
etc. 
to go past 4 -,-...,-=-----------
a.m. since We're going to do 
Sen. Rick 
Santorum (R-
Pa.) called the 
talkathon a 
"reverse fili-
buster.'' 
1992 - will everything we can 
help publicize to get a vote on 7'udges, 
the blocked 
n O m in e es. and they're going 
Conservatives to do evenJthing 
have com- they can to block a 
plained the t · d '' GOP hasn't vo e on JU ges. 
-Senator Rick Santorum (R-Pa.) 
Santorurn 
hopes to catch 
Democrats 
asleep at their 
desk in the 
middle of the 
done enough 
to highlight 
t h e 
Democrats' obstruction. 
Democrats set up an 
"a )ion room" off the Senate 
floor to hold interviews and 
news conferences throughout 
night to sneak 
a final vote on one of the nom-
inees currently under fili-
buster. 
"Filibusters are put for-
ward by the minority to try and 
block action from occurring," 
he said. "We're trying to move 
to the floor to try to force 
action on judicial nominations. 
We're going to do everything 
we can to get a vote on judges, 
and they're going to do every-
thing they can to block a vote 
on judges." 
"If they need help filibus-
tering themselves, we'll be glad 
to pitch in," Senate Democratic 
leader Tom Daschle CD-South 
Dakota) said. 
The consensus of the 
democrats was anti-talkathon. 
"Thirty hours on judges?" said 
Sen. Edward Kennedy (D-
Mass.). "There are 13 million 
hungry children in America 
tonight but Republicans don't 
have ti1ne to debate that." 
The two sides split the 30 
hours and trade shifts so that 
there will be a senator from 
each party on the floor at all 
times. For example, a 
Republican spoke from 3 a.m. 
to 3:30 a.m., while a Democrat 
watched. They switched roles 
for the next 30 minutes and 
then head home to bed, 
replaced by two others for the 
next shift. 
Debate, however, was fairly 
limited. 
Because Senate rules 
require agreen1ent from both 
sides to quickly confirm a nom-
inee, the GOP could not force a 
See FILIBUSTER page AB 
Parker's Perspective: A Tribute to Mentors 
PARKER from A6 
by volunteering on Jesse Jackson's 
ca1npaign in 1984 and 1988. She 
then graduated from Grambling 
University and came back to 
Cincinnati - something I'n1 not 
sure I would want to do. She ran, 
although many people, me includ-
ed, didn't think she had a shot at 
wmnmg. 
She won that election and 2 
elections later, she is still winning 
and is stronger than ever. I think 
that she should run for a congres-
sional seat from the state of Ohio. 
Through her, I have learned that 
the sky is the lilnit. Regardless of 
November 14, 2003 
what others say, if you pursue a 
dream you can achieve it. 
Alicia Reece now serves as the 
youngest female ever elected to 
Cincinnati City Council and one of 
the Youngest Vice Mayors in the 
country. In spite of the odds, she 
was able to persevere and make it. 
On the eve of my 21st birthday, 
I too want to do something great at 
a young age and I am relentless in 
my pursuit of doing so. I may run 
for an ANC seat, like my good 
friend Jarvis Houston. I may wait 
until I graduate and go back home 
to try and turn Cincinnati into a 
bigger city. Or, I may start a non-
profit organization that works with 
• 
the gang issues in the District. 
Here in D.C., we don't hear too 
much about Vice Mayor Alicia 
Reece and other young politicians, 
doing the right thing. I know of 
the ones that are democrats and 
I'm sure that my friends Adam, 
Corey and Ja'Ron can name a few 
Republican options as well. 
My drive and political instinct 
can be attributed to knowing Vice 
Mayor Reece. They showed me at 
a crucial time in my life that politi-
cians could actually make a differ-
ence in the community in which 
they serve. 
I now work with 
Councilmember Adrian Fenty and 
he has displayed the same charac-
teristics that I find in the Vice 
Mayor of Cincinnati, Ohio: unre-
lenting effort to better the commu-
nities in which they serve, coupled 
with a down-to-earth nature that 
really knows no limits is the best 
way to descnbe them. They are 
undoubtedly leaders of the future, 
but in the midst of all of that, they 
are also two people in which I con-
sider to be my mentors. 
This is a tribute to them. 
Sean Parker is ajunior public 
relations majorfron1 Cincinatti, 
Ohio. He can be reached at 
sean@rcapa.co ni 
The Hilltop 
Liberia Occupied by 
Peacekeeping Force 
Now that the fighting has E 
ended, the U.N. has decided ve 
that all Liberia needs is a good 
strong dose of An1erican lead- 0 / l 
This week, retired • ership. Af ' 
American policeman Mark Ytca 
Kroeker arrived in Monrovia 
to head an international, U.N.-
backed dream team of police sent to train a Liberian force 
of officers. 
Over 1,100 civilian police from more than 46 countries 
will be sent to Liberia over the next few months. And yes, 
just as you guessed, Kroeker - the valiant American - will 
lead tl1e force. The reality of tllis dream, however, may not 
live up to everyone's expectations. Although it is no secret 
that Liberia needs help rebuilding, the real issue lies with-
in Africa's need to rebuild itself. 
The idea that officers from nearly fifty different nations 
from different philosophies and training will harmonious-
ly come together with a genuine interest in the welfare of 
the Liberian people is a fallacy. 
U.S. exploits in Iraq have proven that quite clearly as 
police, soldiers, civilians, house pets, farm annuals and all 
other living beings are dying in ridiculously high numbers 
everyday. 
Kroeker has the experience, but can he lead the mass-
es? His previous career accomplishments include peace-
keeping missions in Haiti, Bosnia and the Middle East. His 
reported comments on tl1e mission expressed his inten-
tions for con1petency and accountability. 
"We will have very rigorous standards of competency," 
Kroeker said. "It will be open to n1en to women; it will be 
open to all parts of the country. But there wiH be standards 
and thos:e standards will be the beginning of what will 
become a truly effective and professional community-
based police organization." 
The international officers are just part of a peacekeep-
ing force that is expected to reach 15,000 by Jan. Liberia' 
current police force is reported to barely e.xceed 4,000 in 
number and is said to be rifled with corruption. 
Plans for the force include placing an American system 
in a place that is far fro1n Alnerican. Many believe that 
Africa's only difference from the western world is one of 
monetary distinction, but the social customs and history of 
Africa distinguish the continent most. 
Last Friday, in Ghana, the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia held a briefing with donor countries to assess 
progress and determine what resources will be needed in 
the process of rebuilding. Although the countries pledged 
their support, the findings of the briefing e.,posed the prob-
lems with the current peacekeeping effort and asked for 
nearly $170 million in overall assistance. 
Most ilnportantly, if the U.N. force is to be helpful, 
then they must work to reach and rescue Liberians all over 
the country. While a large focus is placed on Monrovia, 
people in more rural areas are subject to unchecked 
exploitation and violence. 
When considering and criticizing the U.N.'s plans, one 
can't help wonder if she's looking a gift peacekeeping force 
in the mouth. From a positive angle, the U.S. and the U.N. 
are attempting to help. The job is now left to the officers on 
the ground to work fairly and quickly to get in and get out 
in a timely fashion. 
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ASALH Moves National Headquarters to School of C Sen. John Edwards 
Builds Presidential 
Platform on Education ASALH from A 1 Said Dickinson, "Mainly we 
want to see three things hap-
pen, first, establishing a chap-
ter at Howard. Second, to revi-
talize student campus chapters 
nationwide and reestablish a 
presence of ASALH on college 
campuses. And third, to pro-
vide internships to Howard 
students." 
According to Dr. Daryl Michael 
, Scott, a U.S. History professor 
and board member of ASALH, 
said the association is still try-
ing familiarize itself with being 
on campus. 
"I would hope that the associa-
tion reinforce Howard 
University students 
love and appreciation for schol-
a r s h i p , • 
ASALH has set the theme for 
Black History Month every year 
since1926 when Woodson cre-
ated Negro History Week 
which turned into National 
Afro-American History Month 
or Black History Month in 
1976. The association also pub-
lished and circulated Black 
History Month kits that sup-
ported and educated tl1e public 
about the celebration of Black 
History. According tc 
Albritton, the 2004 the then1c 
for Black History Month v.rill be 
"Before Brown, Beyond 
Boundaries; Comn1encing the 
50th Anniversary of Brown vs. 
The Board of Education.• 
Allbritton said students are 
welcome to come in and volun-
teer and felt it is important for 
young people to be aware of 
their history. 
"When you understand what 
contributions Afro-An1ericans 
have made and continue to 
make, it provides a better foun-
dation for young people aca-
demically, civically, and profes-
sionally,• Albritton said. 
Gregory Garys-Tho1nas, a sen-
ior majoring in classics and his-
tory, did not know much about 
the organization when he was 
asked to volunteer a few 
months ago. He said he would 
be inclined to volunteer with 
the association again and if 
other students knew about 
ASALH, they would too. 
"I would like to see the organi-
zation make itself known tl1at it 
exists on campus. I ain sure it 
would build a student follow-
ing," Thomas said. 
ASALH does not currently offer 
scholarships but holds an 
annual essay contest. The 
theme for next year's contest is 
in conjunction with the 2004 
theme for Black History 
Month, Brown vs. Board of 
Education. All undergraduate 
and graduate students' essays 
on any aspect of Brown vs. 
Board of education case are 
welcome. 
For more information 
about ASALH, visit their web-
site at www.asalh.org. 
EDWARDS from A6 
seasoned incumbent. 
down and telling us what we 
need to do" Edwards said to 
Governor Howard Dean, who 
is also running for President of 
tl1e United States. 
According to Carlos 
Monje, an Edwards' 
spokesperson, "John Edwards 
has been a leader in reforming 
the way the U.S. deals with 
post-ward situations. As 
President, Edwards would 
internationalize the rebuilding 
effort in Iraq. He would share 
authority v.rith the United 
Nations, NATO and other 
allies." 
Depression and Obesity More Common in Lower Income Youth 
Since then, Edwards has 
served as a leader in his fresh-
man term in the Senate, cham-
pioning important issues such 
as saving Social Security and 
Medicare, providing better 
schools, and protecting civil 
liberties. He co-authored the 
Patients Bill of Rights, impor-
tant legislation to reduce pre-
scription drug prices and 
helped craft the No Child Left 
Behind Act. He serves on the 
Select Con11nittee on 
Intelligence and believe~ whole 
heartedly in a strong national 
defense and in strengthening 
our hon1eland security. 
Even if Edwards does not 
win the nomination many 
think he may be a secret 
weapon for the Democrats as a 
Vice Presidential candidate. 
POVERTY from A4 
moue levels of 300 children 
from poor to wealthy fami-
lies. They found three times 
as much cortisol in low-
income kids compared with 
rich kids. Poverty can lead to 
obesity in other ways than 
stress. 
Many low-income par-
ents cannot afford to enroll 
their children in organized 
sports. Choosing less healthy 
foods at the supermarket and 
utilizing video games as hob-
bies also play a major factor. 
While many people 
blame mothers and fathers 
for the obesity of their chil-
dren, research shows parent-
ing styles -strict, abusive, 
lax or indifferent - make lit-
tle difference. 
A Duke University study 
published this year in the 
Journal Pediatrics tracked 
nearly 1,000 white North 
Carolina children aged nine 
to sixteen for a period of 
eight years. 
Young boys - but not 
• 
girls - seemed especially 
vulnerable to dual cases of 
depression with obesity. And 
researchers found kids from 
poorer families tended to be 
most overweight. 
But how their parents 
brought them up, strict or 
lenient, seemed to make no 
difference. 
It was a positive sign for 
black voters last week when 
Senator Edwards took a defen-
sive posture against the 
Confederate Flag and on 
Howard Dean's claim of "want-
ing to be the candidate for guys 
with Confederate flags in their 
pickup trucks." 
"Let me tell you, the last 
thing we need in the SoutJ, is 
somebody like you coming 
Edwards n1ajor defining 
moment will come during the 
South Carolina Primary. If 
Edwards con1es in first as he is 
projected to do, he will align in 
the upper tier of the candidates 
to expected to win the nomina-
tion from the Democratic 
Party. 
., 
~ 
i 
~ 
.. 
,e 
% 
i 
J 
,. 
-i 
'" I 
EVERYONE'S WARMING UP FOR THE 16TH ANNUAL 
0 
HELP THE HOMELESS WALKATHON. SHOULDN'T YOU? 
BRING YOUR FAMILY AND FRIENDS AND JOIN US ON NOVEMBER 22 
AS WE RAISE FUNDS TO PREVENT AND END HOMELESSNESS. 
LOCATION: The Walk starts at the National Mall between 7th St. and 14th St. NW. 
TAKE METRO: Metro opens early, at 6:00 a.m. Take Metrorail to the Smithsonian 
or the Archives-Navy Mem'I Station or take Metrobus Route 30, 32, 34, 35 or 36. 
DATE: Saturday, November 22, 2003 (rain or sh ine) 
TIME: The Walk begins at 9:00 a.m. on the Na.tional Mall. 
REGISTRATION: Begins at 7:00 a.m. To register in advance, log on to www.helpthehomelessdc.org 
or call 1-877-WALK-HTH. $25 for adults and $15 for youth (25 and under). Each registered 
participant will receive a T-shirt at the walkathon. 
MILLENN IUM 
SPONSORS 
~ FannieMae F..:, FOUNDATION ~~ FannieMae MEDIA PARTNER 
A8 The Hilltop November 14, 2003 
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Students Can Evaluate Professors on New Website 
PROFESSORS from A2 
John Swapceinski, the 
site's president and founder 
said, "Every semester, thou-
sands of students use the site to 
help plan their class schedules, 
and improve the quality of their 
educations." 
Students rate their profes-
sors in four different cate-
gories: easiness of a class, the 
helpfulness of the professor, 
the clarity, and the overall 
quality of the professor's physi-
cal appearance. 
Students score professors 
on a scale from one to five, with 
five being the best. However, 
the overall quality is the profes-
sor's final score and the average 
of the professor's helpfulness 
and clarity ratings. Students 
can also submit additional 
com1nents about a professor or 
class. Professors and students 
can report and respond online 
to comments that are slander-
ous or false. 
Other sites, such as profes-
sorperformance.com, do offer a 
more in-depth evaluation of the 
professor's teaching style and 
quality, however' only four 
Howard University professors 
are listed. 
Many students around 
campus said they would use the 
web site to rate their professors 
or see how other students rate 
them. Sophomore public rela-
tions major Carmen 
Muham1nad said, "I would view 
the site, but I won't rely on 
other student's co1nments 
hecause I am not sure of their 
work ethics and their opinions 
might not coincide with mine.'' 
S~nior finance major 
Ja'Ron K. Smith, however, will 
use the site. "I would want all 
the teachers who are [of poor 
quality] to be known." 
More to the iLab Than You Think 
ILAB fromA2 
Request Forms, students have 
had a range of problems 
including disks stuck in hard 
drives, viruses, broken sound 
cards, and incompatible 
Internet services. Each of these 
problems was fixed by a 
ResN et technician. 
"Sometimes the solution to a 
computer problem is much 
simpler than it seems," Hunter 
said. Hunter does not guaran-
tee that he or any other techni-
cian can fix all computer prob-
lems nor does he guarantee 
that they can fix problems in as 
timely a fashion as Durio's 
case. But for the student on a 
budget, the option to bring a 
malfunctioning computer to 
the iLab can prove to be a 
cheap solution. Computer 
companies such as Comp USA 
and Best Buy can charge as 
much as $50 just to look at a 
computer and anywhere from 
$50-$100 to actually service a 
machine 
In addition to these services, 
the iLab offers free software for 
all students and faculty. 
Said Charles Moore, 
Interim Vice Provost and Chief 
Information Officer, "At the 
beginning of the sen1ester 
many computers were infected 
with the virus 'Blaster worm.' 
We gave students software and 
worked to help students clean 
• it." At the present, any student 
that resides in a Howard resi-
dent hall that has a computer 
connected to the university 
network may obtain a 
University copy of Symantec 
Anti-Virus 8.1 
software, tu protect from virus-
es, without charge. 
Additionally the iLab offers 
over 1,700 software titles to 
students. The software is rela-
tively easy to obtain-it is avail-
able for pick up at the iLab help 
desk. But Walker advises stu-
dents to inform themselves on 
what a specific software pro-
gram does before asking for it. 
"People come in asking for 
software just because they 
think 'I pay for this in my 
Technology Fee so I'm entitled 
to it'. We expect students to be 
conscious enough to come for 
what they need," he said. 
A complete listing of the soft-
ware available can be found 
under the MSDN Academic 
Alliance link on the Howard 
University main web site, 
www.howard.edu. Walker sug-
gests that students "do a 
Google search on the software 
to see if it's something you 
need and make sure you have a 
n1achine to run it.'' 
For those students who are not 
particularly computer savvy 
l\/1 
High blood pressure and diabetes can 
damage your kidneys without any warning. 
In fact, 20 million Americans have kidney 
disease. Twenty million more are at risk and 
many of them don't even know it. 
African-Americans are especially at risk. 
I ( 
/ \ 
Find out if your kidneys are working properly. 
Get a blood pressure check and simple 
urine and blood tests. It just mi2ht save 
your life. 
Remember, when it comes to preventing 
kidney disease, waiting until the last second 
never wins. If you haven't had a check-up 
lately, it's t ime to ask your doctor to check 
out your kidneys. 
~ National Kidney 
~ Foundation• 
M,,,t,;.,.9' Uws ~~r 
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there are workers in the iLab 
who can break down techno-
logical jargon and help with 
some of most confusing 
aspects of computers and com-
puter programs. It is as simple 
as asking for assistance. 
Walker explained that he is try-
ing to make sure that every stu-
dent worker is completely liter-
ate in the softv,are that the 
iLab distributes to ensure that 
student workers can help 
answer basic concerns and 
problems. 
"Some problems I can help 
solve via telephone even 
though I'm not a technician," 
said Olawunmi Gbolade, a sen-
ior electrical engineer major 
who mans the telephones in 
the ResNet Support Center. 
Contrary to popular belief, not 
all of these services are paid for 
by the mandatory Technology 
Fee that is tacked on to every 
student's tuition. 
"The technology fee really 
only pays for basic technologi-
cal services and barely helps to 
offset maintenance fees and 
other expenses that occur" said 
Moore. Many of these services 
have been made possible 
through grants and donations, 
but these resources are still 
readily available. 
Alonzo Mourning 
Khaliah Jackson, junior 
broadcastjournalism major 
saidshe would use the web site 
if she felt as though the com-
ments were fair and balanced. 
"If tl1ere is only one comment, 
then I wouldn't necessarily rely 
on it. On the other hand, if 
there were at least three com-
ments with similar remarks I 
might take [them] into consid-
eration." 
Senior advertising major 
Mayo Loving said, "The web 
site will be extremely useful to 
students. A teacher makes a big 
[difference] when it comes to 
getting an A instead of a B." 
Senior finance major 
Anthony Mcloy said, "I would 
use the site to find out every-
thing about teachers, which 
ones really know how to teach 
and want to teach and which 
ones are only there for a pay 
check." 
Dr. Patricia A. Young, a 
professor in the School of 
Education thinks the web site is 
a good idea. "The site is good if 
you believe in freedom of 
spel!ch and press," she said. 
Young also said she would rec-
ommend her students use the 
website and rate her if only 
Howard students had access to 
it. "Students from other univer-
sities have access to the website 
and that makes it too public," 
she said. 
The web site has been 
Online since 1999 and has not 
received a lot of attention at 
Howard because most students 
do not know about it. However, 
Swapceinski feels that will 
change when more people start 
talking about the site. 
"When word of the website 
gets out at a university, the rat-
ings grow like wildfire and stu-
dents really begin to benefit 
from the information," he said. 
Steppers for Christ Host Bible Jeopardy 
STEPPERS from A2 
Wednesday Night Live, held in 
Rankin Chapel every first 
Wednesday of the month. 
"We want to expose the 
ministry to the Howard com-
munity and let them know that 
we do other things besides 
stepping," said Thomas. 
They also hold bible study, 
open to everyone, every 
Saturday from 9a.m-10 a.m. 
usually in the gym or in the 
Annex seminar room. 
The Alpha Omega Steppers 
for Christ plan to sponsor more 
events in the future that will 
encourage more involvement 
from the Howard community. 
30 Hour Debate in U.S. Senate 
FILIBUSTER from Al 
confirmation vote as long as 
a Democrat was present on 
the floor to object. But if 
they fall asleep or stop pay-
ing attention, Santorum 
said, the GOP will immedi-
ately confirm the nominees. 
"They're forewarned: If 
the floor is not protected, 
the vote will be called," 
Santorum said. "We are 
going to do everything we 
\ • '.'"'f. ; . +'"' .. 
can to do what they're doing, 
ratcheting up the intensity 
on this issue." 
In turn, Daschle said, if 
Republicans stop paying 
attention, they will immedi-
ately pass Democratic legis-
lation like a bill to raise the 
minimum wage or one to 
create a tax credit to st imu-
late creation of manufactur-
ing jobs. 
"The Republicans are 
consumed by those four jobs 
Managing 111011cr for people 
and ignore the 3 million jobs 
that we've lost over the 
course of the last three years 
under this administration's 
economic policies," Dasch le 
said. 
According to the 
Washington Post, 55 of 
President Clinton's judicial 
nominees never received a 
hearing and 10 were never 
voted on by the Judiciary 
Committee. 
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wit/1 other things to think ab 
RETIREMENT I INSURANCE I MUTUAL FUNDS I COLLEGE SA<!NGS I TRUSTS I INVESTMENT 
Ellis Marsalis became a participant in 1990. TIAA-CREF Individual and lnstitut,onal Servi<:es. Inc., 
PefSonal lnv1stors Services. Inc., distribute s.cc.urities products. C 2'oo2 Teachers Insurance and 
Association--College Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF). New Yorlc, NY. Ellis M,nsalis was cOm 
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Men Must Walk the 
Walk 
By Jozen Cummings 
Life and Style Editor 
Three a.m. Saturday night. 
My friend and I just get home 
from a late night breakfast. 
Before she leaves, the two of us 
make casual conversation about 
everything under the sun. Then 
we see her. 
We then see another, and 
another and another. In five 
minutes we see about six differ-
ent "hers," either walking from 
the Quad or into the Quad. Both 
of us couldn't believe what we 
were witnessing. Young women 
were walking by themselves at 3 
a.m. Not in groups with one 
another, but by themselves. 
As a resident assistant in the 
Quad, this concerned my friend 
greatly. ''What is wrong with 
these girls?" she asked rhetori-
cally. Without hesitation, I asked 
a rhetorical question of my own, 
"Where are the men?" 
Of course there might've 
been numerous reasons why 
these women were walking by 
themselves. Whatever the rea-
son, a woman walking into or 
out of her residence at that time 
of night alone is hardly excusa-
ble. 
It is an unspoken law of 
men to walk a girl home, and it 
actually should be a rule made 
mandatoiy for female guests 
who visit male guests in other 
donns. It's not a matter of wor-
shipping the ground women 
walk on, or looking at women as 
hopeless creatures; it's a matter 
of common decency. 
Throughout history, man 
has claimed to be the problem 
solver of the world. We are, in 
many minds, the superior crea-
ture other than those of a spiri-
tual world. So in turn, we should 
apply this so-called "strength" to 
protecting a womfJI in her walk 
to a destination. This doesn't 
need to be a 24-hour-a-day poli-
cy; in fact, if a woman makes the 
decision to walk alone because 
the escort makes her feel uncom-
fortable then that request should 
be honored. 
The reason for my passion-
ate tirade is because I am an 
older brother of a 19-year-old 
sister. If I could afford to, I 
would hire bodyguards to pro-
tect her every moment when I'm 
not around. Unfortunately since 
I can't, I have to trust the decen-
cy of society to do everything it 
can to prevent harm from com-
ing her way. 
That's the attitude I take 
when I see a woman walking 
alone, whether I know her or 
not, I make sure she gets home 
safely. If I don't know her, I walk 
a safe distance behind her and 
try not to bring attention to 
myself and not look suspicious 
and creepy. 
The question is what if 
something was to really happen 
to a woman I walked home or 
followed home? What would I 
do? To be honest, I don't know 
the answer to those questions. I 
don't know what I would do or 
how I would react, but I don't 
need to recite these what-ifs in 
my head to walk a girl home. I'm 
not Superman so I can't protect 
her from a bullet that has her 
name on it, or fight off 12 guys 
with bats who want to go after 
her. But I am a man, and I 
would hope my presence alone 
would prevent any of these 
unfortunate incidents to happen 
to the girl I walk home. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF 2PAC-AESUARECTION.COM 
Tupac's latest film, "Resurrection", reflects on the life of 
Tupac Shakur, told in his own words. 
ears rue 
''Tupac: Resurrection'' 
Brings Slain Rapper Back to Life 
By Makebra Anderson 
Senior Editor 
In 115 minutes, Lauren Lazin, director of 
"Tupac: Resurrection" takes you on a roller 
coaster ride full of violence, hate, love, pas-
sion, money and respect. Through a variety 
of interviews, journal readings, performanc-
es and private home videos, the documentary 
highlights the late rapper's highs and lows 
from the cradle to the grave. 
The film is not simply a chronology of the 
life of a man who has over 12 albums and 
seven films to his credit. It skillfully looks at 
how the Black Panthers influenced the young 
rapper as a child. It details how a hate for 
poverty pushed him to fight for change in the 
inner city. 
Narrated entirely in the words of the 
deceased artist himself, the film takes an 
honest look at the world through Tupac's 
eyes. It attempts to tackle the allegations of 
sodomy, sexual abuse and attempted murder 
that haunted the musician extraordinaire. 
While, there have been several unauthorized 
documentaries already produced about the 
life of the slain rap artist, "Resurrection" is 
the only film made in collaboration with 
Afeni Shakur, Tupac's mother. 
With more than 33.5 million records sold 
and thousands of loyal fans, it's hard to com-
press Tupac's life into one film; nonetheless, 
producers Preston Holmes and Karolyn Ali 
and executive producers Van Toffler, David 
Gale and Afeni Shakur are able to take apart 
and reconstruct the 25 years of Tupac's life. 
To make it simple, this film is brilliant 
because it is a unique play on human emo-
tion that captures humor, tragedy, honor, loy-
alty and leadership. It shows how society's 
ails can take a talented young man from the 
Performing Arts High School in Baltimore to 
New York's Rikers Island Penitentiary. 
There is a high level of emotion through-
out the movie-as moviegoers realize that this 
isn't an ordinary film. It's a Shakespearian-
like tragedy that shows the reality and graph-
ic nature associated with living a "thug life." 
Death in the form of murder, poverty, alco-
hol, drugs and sex quietly chase the star 
throughout the film, until it finally reveals 
itself towards the end of his career. 
Tupac prophesizes his death through his 
poetry, in various songs and in his movies. 
The film shows his personal feelings about 
life. It shows exactly what led to Tupac's 
thoughts about dying and eventually his 
death. 
Although the film shows many of the 
interviews in other Tupac documentaries 
including "Before I Wake," "Thug Angel- The 
Life of An Outlaw," "Tupac Versus," and "Tha 
Westside," this is the first time fans are able 
to hear about Tupac's life in his own words. 
The first-person narration has set this film 
apart from other movies that simply animate 
the stories printed in magazines and newspa-
pers. 
"Tupac: Resurrection" is not filled with 
propaganda and succeeds in leaving every 
detail of his life in the film. It shows the 
good, the bad and the ugly side of a man who 
was a beloved poet, actor and rapper. 
"Tupac: Resurrection" in conjunction 
with MTV Films will open nationwide 
November 14. The. film is rated R for strong 
language and images of drugs, violence and 
sex this film truly captures the complex ins 
and outs of street life. 
Tom Ford Says Good-bye to Fashion Powerhouse: 
Gucci Creative Director to Leave Company in 2004 
By Arnethia Ellis 
Contributing Writer 
For over a decade, the 
name Tom Ford has become 
synonymous with the fashion 
powerhouse Gucci. Ford has 
received many accolades from 
his peers in the fashion indus-
try for l1is role in creating a 
fresh, more modern look for 
the Gucci brand. And after 
nearly 14 years with the com-
pany, Ford has decided to call 
• • 1t quits. 
The announcement was 
made on Tuesday after 
months of negotiations 
between Ford, Domenico De 
Sole, a management executive 
at Gucci, and Pinault 
Printemps-Redoute, Gucci's 
PHOTO COURTESY OF 
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I 
parent company, came to an 
end. 
illtimately Ford and De 
Sole, often referred to as the 
"dream team," decided to 
leave Gucci because they dis-
agreed with Pinault 
Printemps in decisions about 
who should control the com-
pany and to what degree. 
Pinault Printemps, which is 
currently the majority share-
holder of Gucci, is set to buy 
out minority shareholders 
early next year. 
In a statement, Gucci and 
Pinault Printemps revealed, 
"Intensive efforts by the par-
ties did not result in an agree-
ment satisfactory to all con-
cerned." 
While De Sole played a 
major role behind the scenes, 
making major management 
decisions for the company, it 
was Ford's talent, creativity 
and charisma that helped a 
troubled company get back on 
its feet and most importantly 
stay alive. 
Ford, a native of Texas, 
was born in 1962. He attend-
ed Parsons School of Design 
where he studied architec-
ture. Ford's career in fashion 
began in 1986. 
He worked briefly at Perry 
Ellis and Cathy Hardwick 
before joining Gucci in 1990. 
Ford started as the chief 
designer of the women's 
ready-to-wear collection. 
In 1994, Ford was pro- · 
mated to creative director, 
which is his current position 
with the company. When the 
Gucci group bought control-
ling shares in Yves Saint 
Laurent (another label under 
the Gucci brand), Ford 
assumed yet another creative 
director position. 
As if this was not enough 
to keep him busy, Ford also 
took on the role of overall 
director of other high end 
designer brands, including, 
Balenciaga, Boucheron, 
Bottega Veneta as well as 
Stella McCartney and 
Alexander McQueen. 
Ford's tenure with Gucci 
has allowed him to become 
one the most well-known and 
respected designers in the 
fashion as well as entertain-
ment industries. 
According to Anna 
Wintour, editor-in-chief of 
Vogue (U.S.A.) " ... one of the 
reasons to be in this business 
is to work with people like 
Tom who make fashion hap-
pen ... he has superstar charis-
ma and is both a great design-
er and manager." 
PHOTO COURTESY OF 
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Tom Ford, the brainchild responsible for revamping 
Gucci, has decided to retire from designing for the 
Fashion powerhouse. 
He has received many 
awards for his work in the 
fashion industry including 
Women's Wear Designer of 
the Year for Yves Saint 
Laurent Rive Gauche (2001) 
and Best Designer of the year 
for Gucci and Yves Saint 
Laurent Rive Gauche (2001). 
In November of 2001, GQ 
America, named Tom Ford 
Designer of the Year. 
Although Ford will design 
the 2004 autumn collections 
for Gucci and Yves Saint 
Laurent, his contract expires 
in June. 
Certainly life without 
Gucci will prove to be just as 
successful for Tom Ford, 
who's rumored to have inter-
ests in acting and or directing. 
"[It was] with great sad-
ness that I contemplate my 
future without Gucci Group," 
says Ford. "For the past 13 
years this company has been 
my life." PHOTO COURTESY OF 
WWW.MILANASHIONSHOWS.COM 
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' ass' a ers 6 ass 'Far Side of 
the World's' 
Story Far Off 
By Jozen Cwnrnings 
Llfe and Style Editor 
Before there was ever a 
Jayson Blair, there was a man 
named Stephen Glass. On the fast 
track to journalism stardom, 
Glass's career came to a screech-
ing halt after it was discovered 
that he had fabricated half his 
stories for The New Republic, of 
which he was a staff member. 
"Shattered Glass," directed 
by Billy Ray, and based on a piece 
written about the Glass scandal 
in Vanity Fair by Buzz Eissinger, 
follows Glass's story. Though it 
was later discovered that Glass 
had fabricated stories for other 
magazines such as Rolling Stone 
and Harper's, Ray chooses to 
focus the fihn on the events that 
unfolded at The New Republic. 
In the beginning we see 
Glass, played wonderfully by 
Hayden Christensen ("Star 
Wars"), charm his fellow staff 
The Simple 
Sounds of 
G-Unit 
By Jozen Cummings 
Life and Style Editor 
Maybe the hip-hop 
nation is tired of 50 Cent's 
stories of drugs, sex and 
bling. He's formulaic and so 
is his crew G-Unit. Their new 
album "G'd Up" is filled to 
the brim with the kind of talk 
listeners have grown to 
expect from a three-man trio 
of hardcore thugs. 
Just taking a look at the 
titles of some of the songs 
proves this thesis to be true. 
"I'm so Hood," "Groupie 
Love, "G'D Up" and the title 
track are all examples of 
their limited scope. 
While many haters will 
pan "Beg for Mercy" for all 
its redundant lingo, the 
redundancy will be the same 
reason many people will buy 
this album. It's a simple 
beauty. There's nothing com-
plicated about this album. 
Hard beats and hard 
lyrics, that's it. 
This album was made for 
those who enjoy their hip-
hop served in this simple for-
mula. "Beg for Mercy" isn't 
meant to cross race and gen-
der lines. The demographic 
·is simple. Young black 1nales 
who are from Any Hood, 
U.S.A. 
The only thing the album 
does prove is that 50 isn't the 
nicest one in his crew. There 
are moments when the self-
declared leader of G-Unit is 
overshadowed in skill by 
Young Buck, Tony Yayo and 
Lloyd Banks. But this only 
means they're slightly more 
clever in talking about drugs 
than 50 can be at times. 
So then if we're not chal-
lenged why should we buy 
the album? Why should we 
spend the money if G-U nit 
hasn' t produced the next 
"Ready to Die" or 
"Blueprint? 
Let me tell you why. 
When you're angry, the 
gritty sound of "Beg for 
Mercy" will compliment the 
anger within. Recite the 
hook over and over: "Sticks 
and stones may break 
bones/and the shells may 
hurt me/but when I take it 
like a man/you beg for 
See G-UNIT page 87 
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members with his knack for great 
storytelling. Oblivious to all of his 
lies, Glass's colleagues feed his 
ego, but still Glass comes off as 
very shy and unsure of himself. 
Every time a person seems disap-
pointed in any of his actions, in 
the slightest, he asks the same 
question: "Are you mad at me?" 
After his editor, Michael 
Kelly, is fired ( who in real life 
died covering the war in Iraq) 
Chuck Lane (Peter Sarsgarrd) is 
appointed the new editor, much 
to the disapproval of the rest of 
the staff. Lane is seen as distant 
and out of touch with his col-
leagues, whose median age are 
26. Not even two months into his 
position is Lane confronted with 
the snag that will eventually 
unravel Glass's career and maybe 
even the reputation of The New 
Republic, the "in-flight magazine 
of Air Force One." 
I know, sounds like a snooze. 
There are no pyrotechnics, no 
chainsaws, Agent Smith's or 
chicks with swords. As a matter 
of fact the title of the movie 
sounds more exciting than it real-
ly is, because no Glass physically 
shatters. What shatters is the life 
of a man whose last name is 
Glass. And surprisingly this is 
entertaining stuff. 
Ray does a great job of cap-
turing the environment of jour-
nalists, but he doesn't do it in a 
way that will leave those outside 
of the journalism world bored. Of 
course journalists and those who 
aspire to work in the magazine 
industry will be happy with how 
detailed the movie is about its 
environment, but "Glass" will sat-
isfy the needs of anyone who 
wants to see how potentially dan-
gerous a man like Glass can be. 
Christensen does a convinc-
ing job of depicting a man who is 
never satisfied with himself, 
unless others are satisfied with 
him. 
The slow break down can be 
seen in every nuance of 
Christensen's movements. The 
way he turns around at the knock 
of his office door. The way his 
hair ,gets more and more messy 
as he's being found out. How his 
voice cracks as he tries to explain 
the whys and how's of every story 
he's published. This is 
Christensen proving he can be 
something more than a Star Wars 
character. 
As Glass, he is at times so 
pathetic that he will make people 
feel sorry for him just as much as 
they'll be upset with him. 
While Ray fails to bring out 
stellar performances from some 
cast members such as Rosario 
Dawson and Steve Zahn, you get 
the feeling that high profile actors 
like this didn't mind being center 
stage in a fihn that is simply well 
done. 
'Proof',Almost adds Up 
PHOTO COURTESY OF ARENASTAGE.COM 
"Proof" is a fractured love story full of complicated characters and an entertaining plot. 
By Harold Eichelberger 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
With no effort to reach 
for a glass, she pops the top 
and takes it straight to the 
head like a marathon runner 
awaiting that tiny green cup 
of water from the sidelines. 
The wine drips from her lips 
just like her bitter and lone-
ly words and she subtly 
wipes them away with her 
heart on her sleeve. She and 
Dad talk and talk; he kisses 
her, and leaves just as soon 
as they finish discussing his 
death. That is correct 
' daddy is dead, but he never 
forgets her birthday. With 
him gone as if he never 
came, the bottle of wine sits 
in her hands half empty. 
That bottle of wine 
begins Arena Stage ' s 
Pulitzer Prize and Tony 
Award winning play "Proof" 
written by David Auburn. A 
proof is known as, "a 
process or operation that 
establishes validity or 
truth." That is what 
Catherine's (Keira 
Naughton) life revolves 
around; a simple mathemat-
ical proof that defines her 
new direction in life. 
Hal, Catherine's father, 
played by Barnaby 
Carpenter, is a mathemati-
cal genius. An Einstein the-
orist of his day with a fol-
lowing of mathematicians 
from nearby Northwestern 
University, he has discov-
ered new ways of applying 
mathematical principles 
that stymie and amaze the 
world alike. After dying of 
heart problems, as well as 
suffering from mental ero-
sion, Catherine discovers 
that she possesses that same 
mathematical genius gift. 
As Hal's room is 
searched for any last discov-
eries a new proof is found. 
Catherine, a college 
dropout, her dad's caretak-
er, and a sleep-in-all-day 
mope exclaims that she 
wrote the proof, but no one 
believes her. Tearing her-
self apart while rebuilding 
the concept of "self," she 
explores demons that have 
been ravaging her. She 
rediscovers who she really is 
and through that rediscov-
ery, she finds that she is able 
to bury her father and come 
to terms with their troubled 
relationship by burying him 
gently in that proof. 
"Proof," is an interesting 
play, though at points, it 
lulled along. While math is 
great, it did not work as the 
huge metaphorical basis of 
the play. The story is beau-
tifully written, but too much 
mathematics takes away 
from the genuine human 
emotion in this play. 
We often enjoy human 
complexity and stories of 
rediscovery and coming of 
age. But if you know that 
you are going to get tired of 
wrapping relationships 
around Pythagorean's 
Theorem, then this play is 
not for you. 
"Proof' is recommended 
for true intellects, because 
those are the only ones who 
will find excitement in it. 
"Proof" will play through 
November 23, 2003 at the 
Arena Stage. 
The Hilltop 
By Tahman Bradley 
Contributing Writer 
From the coast of sunny Brazil to the beautiful shores of 
the Galapagos Island, Russell Crowe's new film, "Master and 
Commander: The Far Side of the World" is craftily executed, laced 
with sharp and dazzling visuals. Characters speak from the 
depths of their souls, action sequences are big and elaborate and 
majestic vessels conquer the sea as they pulse through the ocean. 
Everything is on a grand scale; the feel and pace of the film is 
alluring, as Director Peter Weir creates an authentic presentation 
of adventure at sea. Viewers will be lured into "Master and 
Commander," set assail with the brave and valiant men of the 
Surprise. But, unfortunately the excitement ends by convention-
al cinematic elements, a mishandling of very serious dramatic 
themes and a highly unlikely plot. "Master and Commander" 
based on the novels by Patrick O'Brian is particularly disappoint-
ing because it seems to have all the makings of a great movie. 
The film opens with a surprise attack on the British Naval 
vessel the Surprise. The assailnt, the Akron, we learn is a faster 
and more advanced vessel. The pride of the British Navy is 
wounded by the sneak attack. Many crewmembers are killed and 
their Captain is moved to avenge their deaths and restore the 
British Fleet's honor. Russell Crowe plays Captain Lucky and is 
terrific as the steady and loyal, motivator and disciplinarian of the 
warship. 
While on the hunt, the Surprise is attacked again and 
loses a man in the battle. Captain Lucky and crew set sail for 
weeks without any trace of the Akron. At this point, the quest for 
revenge becomes the center of much debate. Lucky's friend, 
Doctor Stephen Maturin played by Paul Bettany debate over their 
duty to find Akron and protect the reputation of the British fleet. 
"This is the second time he's done this to me, there will not be a 
third." barks Lucky. "Perhaps we should have turned back weeks 
ago," the Doctor questions. Lucky and the Doctor's discussion 
becomes the center of the film. Should the ship continue in pur-
suit of the Akron no matter what the cost or should they head 
home? 
This is where it all falls apart. The issue of duty no mat-
ter the sacrifice is compelling but the film rushes through this ele-
ment as if it's bored with its theme. You get the impression Weir 
was afraid to embrace the ironic tragedy of the Surprise losing 
men in a quest for revenge. Instead he settled for tired formula-
matic scenes, like one where Lucky gives a dramatic Braveheart 
reminiscent speech. He says, "England is under invasion, though 
we be on the far side of the world, this ship is our home. All men 
follow me, for England, for the Home and for the prize." This is 
laughable. How many times have we seen the lead character give 
a motivation speech right before the big final battle. This is actu-
ally worse than most big battle speeches because Lucky shares 
?ow the battle will unfold. Yeah, tell me what will happen before 
1t happens, great filmmaking. 
Near the end of"Master and Commander" there is anoth-
er potential poignant scene that is mishandled. Someone is lost in 
the final battle and the crew morns. This issue is rushed and by 
the end, the film is practically forgotten. "Master and 
Commander" would have been so much better had it simply 
embraced its very compelling theme. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF WWW.ANGELFIRE.COM/RISTOKLINT.COM 
Russell Crowe is returning to the big screen in the action 
packed drama "Far Side of the World." 
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SENIORS ONLY 
WHEN: NOVEMBER 10-JS FROM 10-6PM (with a break from 2-
2:30) CLOSED TUESDAY FOR VETERAN'S DAY 
WHERE: BLACKBURN CENTER-MUSIC LISTENING ROOM 
( BASEMENT OF BLACKBURN CENTER) 
COST: $15.00~CASH 
THIS IS THE LAST TIME FOR YEARBOOK PICTURES 
Take them now! 
Note: Fees for organization pictures a,,.e PAST DUE. A payment 
of $75.00 is due TODAY along with a 75 word biography on a 3.5 
floppy disk. 
Bison Yearbook 
(202) 806-7870 · 
November 14, 2003 
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Must See TV 
By Bernard Murray 
Sports Editor 
Leave it on the field? 
Yeah, right. 
This isn't futbol or the 
World Cup, players don't 
exchange jerseys after every 
game in admiration and 
respect for one another. This 
is the gridiron, the only jerseys 
that are exchanged is on 
throwback night. 
You can't just disregard 
the intensity once the game is · 
over. Emotions are too high to 
just be left behveen the goal 
posts. 
And cameras and micro-
phones on the field, in the 
huddle and in the locker room 
capturing every soundbite 
possible makes it difficult for 
players to mind their P's & Q's 
and carrots (Common). 
This tag-team of adrena-
line and the media is a bad 
combination, but you have to 
love the entertainment and 
drama it brings. I am talking 
raw, unadulterated action. 
Every once in a while, if you 
pay close enough attention, 
the censors will miss a cuss 
word leaving viewers thinking 
"did he say what I think he 
said?" 
When players like Warren 
Sapp, Terrell Owen and Ray 
Lewis are miced up during the 
game, hide the women and 
children. 
But it's Miami's tight end 
Kellen Winslow II who was 
livid after their home winning 
streak was snapped by the 
Tennessee Volunteers. 
The beginning of his post-
game interview would have 
made any mother proud. He 
refrained from vulgarity, but 
displayed bis intense anger. It 
·wasn't until his dismay set in 
that he opened up and 
expressed how "pissed" he 
was. 
"It's war. They're out there 
to kill you, so I'm out there to 
kill them ... I'm a f***in' sol-
dier." 
Winslow ... gangsta, that's 
the only way to put it. 
But, of course, after this 
colorful display of expression, 
he apologized, 
"As for my reference to 
being a soldier in a war, I 
meant no disrespect to the 
men and women who have 
served, or are currently serv-
ing, in the armed forces. I can-
not begin to imagine the mag-
nitude of war or its conse-
quences." 
Whoa, whoa, whoa ... flag 
on the play, personal foul, too 
much sympathy for this coun-
try. 15-yard penalty and revo-
cation of your black card. 
Since Winslow didn't, I'll 
every ounce of my constitu-
tional freedom of speech. Let's 
begin: 
First, the phrase "I am a 
f***in' soldier" has nothing to 
do with war. As a people, we 
have mastered the English 
language; therefore, we have 
the ability to freestyle the lan-
guage. 
Lady Bison Fall Short in Last H·ome Stand 
By Kira Lee 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
On Tuesday night, Burr 
Gymnasium held dozens of 
balloons, streamers and 
screa1ning fans captive on the 
edge of anxious seats. A 
touching rendition of the 
National Anthe1n commemo-
rated the Lady Bison Senior 
Night and the last home game 
of the 2003 fall season against 
U.S. Navy Women's Volleyball 
team. 
The first game set the tone 
for the duration of the match. 
In a touch and go setting, 
where errors were rewarded 
as a point for your opponent, 
the Lady Bison undeniably 
demanded the respect of the 
Navy. 
Kollin Hoskins and Taylor 
Mason immediately provided 
block after block on Navy 
attacks. Weak Navy attempts 
at tipping to open holes 
proved futile against an agile 
Bison back row. Jerri Hayes 
added her own set of com-
manding blocks, while defen-
sive specialist NaShay 
Edwards refused to let any 
deep power hit go untouched. 
At the end of game two, 
th~ Lady Bison were down two 
games to none in a best of five 
con1petition. 
The urgency that lingered 
on had died after the whistle 
to start Ganie 3. In a 1nust win 
situation, veterans Crystal 
Amedee, Jerri Hayes, and 
NaShay Edwards were the 
beating heart of the Bison 
squad. Veteran setter Brittany 
Williams, who sat out the first 
two games, entered Game 3 to 
set the tempo. 
Navy servers couldn't 
seem to get the ball over the 
net. Bison hitter Yanne Givens 
powered several fastballs 
down the line, while Kollin 
Hoskins punished Navy over-
passes. Leaping from far 
PHOTO BY MARK COLEMAN 
Shannon Grant (above) and the Lady Bison are "set" for 
the MEAC Tournament next week. 
beyond the 10-foot line, 
Crystal A1nedee added a 
fourth hitter to the Bison 
offensive line. 
As the game tied at 27-27, 
gan1e officials felt the need to 
take the game into their own 
hands, reversing a definitive 
kill as an out-of-bounds 
attack. 
The Crowd responded 
passionately. Senior, and fel-
low Bison athlete, Hekima 
Jackson cried, "The refs suck." 
Hoskins responded with 
an undeniable smash over the 
Navy block, that sent the 
crowd roaring to their feet. 
Game 3 went to the Lady 
Bison, 31-29. 
Senior Brandon Terry felt 
the atmosphere and said, "The 
tension has been building 
since Gaµie 1, but they have 
definitely pulled it out. The 
refs can't hold us down." 
"Together." was the deter-
mined cry emanating from the 
Bison bench at the start of 
Game 4. 
Dawn Thomas made her 
mark with the first ace of the 
game. The energy of each 
Bison play was fed from the 
previous one. A smooth back-
hand du1np into open Navy 
court, by setter Brittany 
Williams, brought the score to 
12-8, Bison. Rattled, Navy hit-
ters attempted began tipping 
as well, but Kollin Hoskins 
was not having it. 
Army ROTC cadet Tyreese 
Brown was proud to say, "I 
think the Lady Bison are 
killing them tonight. They are 
doing excellent. This is my 
first volleyball game, and I am 
so glad that I came." 
Fellow Army ROTC cadet 
Dionne Drayton commented, 
"We are definitely showing 
the Navy that we can n1atch 
them physically." 
Bison finesse was reward-
ed, with a Game 4 score of 30-
23, Bison. 
You would have sworn 
spectators were on the court 
because they were short of 
breath. The Lady Bison 
PHOTO BY MARK COLEMAN 
Kollin Hoskins hopes to continue her dominance on the 
court as the team heads into the MEAC Tournament 
November 20-22. 
remained poised and focused 
and mounted a comeback. The 
only question left in the m1nds 
of the athlete spectators was 
"where is Sondra Norrell-
Thomas?" (Director of 
Athletics) 
The deciding fifth game 
was to 15 and the Bison came 
within four points of a victory, 
but Navy held on to win Game 
515-11. Emotions were very 
mixed after the hard fought 
game. 
Seniors Jerri Hayes and 
Dawn Thomas shared similar 
sentiments. "I am sad that we 
lost, but I'm proud of how we 
played. They're going to be a 
good team next year." 
Senior and Captain 
NaShay Edwards agreed, but 
she doesn't plan on leaving, "I 
a1n hoping to assist next year 
though, so I can still look for-
ward to next season." 
HOWARD CHESS TEAM BLAZES NEW TRAIL 
By Zachary Kenworthy 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
"We knew that we would 
have done well," explained 
President of the Chess Club 
Travis Hoskins about the East 
Coast Amateur Chess Club 
Championships, "But we 
exceeded our own expecta-
tions. We have set ourselves a 
standard for the rest of the 
year and the upcoming tour-
naments." 
This past weekend in 
Baltimore, The Howard 
~ University Chess Club contin-
ued to blaze a trail and a new 
legacy for Chess. In all, the 
Howard team played in 20 
matches and won 17, lost 2 
and drew one. 
Furthermore, of the two 
losses that Howard recorded, 
one was between teammates 
Errol Daniels and Darius 
Lyles in a head-to-head 
match-up. Hoskins, who took 
part in the under 1800 rated 
section, waltz his way to a 
record of 4 wins and 1 draw as 
he laid claim to the champi-
onship and the top spot in his 
field of 33 players. 
PHOTO COURTESY OF CHECKMATE.COM 
Checkmate. Howard's chess team successfully moved through Baltimore and has their 
sites set on the rest of the nation. 
American name to the list of 
600 world grandmasters. 
that has developed over the 
past 30 years. 
For the Howard t eam, 
after such a suc~essful week-
end in Baltimore, the future 
looks bright and the outlook 
for Philadelphia is one of 
excitement. 
"Baltimore taught me to 
stay calm," said Hoskins. "I 
had to patient all the way 
through. I think once we keep 
working tl.e way we have we 
are going to be successful 
from here on in." 
Howard's success as a 
chess club is inherent to their 
development and the sport's 
development in general. 
Sadly, this year has marked 
the first time that African 
Americans have been invited 
to the 155th Annual US 
Championships. The tourna-
ment, which has been 
described as the equivalent to 
the Master's in Golf, invites 
the country's top 56 players 
and just last year they invited 
women for the first time. 
"We definitely want to 
break down some barriers. 
There is a lot racism in this 
sport still," said Hoskins. 
Second, Winslow had 
every right to make the analo-
gy between football and war. 
They're both a battle for terri-
tory. People give their all, risk-
ing life and limb. 
"He smashed his way 
through that tournament," 
· explained coordinator and 
mentor Vaughn Bennett who 
has been working with the 
club for son1e time, "I think we 
are going to do really well over 
the next few months." 
For Howard, Hoskins was 
not the only one who garnered 
some silverware. Emmanuel 
London, who participated in 
the u:ider 1300 rated section, 
also claimed the top spot from 
a field of 18 as he went 5-0. 
The team's newest members 
Errol Daniels and Darius 
Lyles, who both competed in 
the under 1300 section, also 
tied for second in their field. 
At the Mecca, the Chess 
club is an avenue through 
which the university can accu-
mulate even greater reach 
across all boundaries. 
"What we are taking part 
in here is history," said 
Bennett. 
. Howard is ·training player 
is the ancient African tradi-
tion of chess in hopes of 
adding a second African 
Bennett helps coordinate 
many of the competitive trips 
that Howard makes and also 
pointed out that the competi-
tion has only just beg11n. He 
expects the team to perform 
creditably at this month's 
National Chess Congress over 
the Thanksgiving weekend in 
Philadelphia, a tourna1nent 
Barriers exist and as the 
chess club continues to blaze a 
trail, so too does their focus 
and drive as individuals. It 
will be Howard who looks to 
break those barriers as the 
sport embellishes itself as a 
true force on campus. But, here's the kicker, 
See TV page 87 
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The Last Hurrah: HU v. Bethune-Cookman 
By Zachary Kenworthy 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
As Howard University 
takes on Bethune-Cookman in 
their sixth MEAC match-up 
and final home game of the sea-
son, the University's chances of 
going .500 have dirninished 
considerably. 
Bethune-Cookman, who 
are 7-2 overall and 4-2 in the 
MEAC and ranked 16th nation-
ally in Divison 1-AA, are com-
ing off a strong 30-27 home win 
over Hampton University. The 
Bison (3-6 overall), however, 
have struggled through a mix-
ture of injuries throughout the 
season. Nonetheless, they have 
performed creditably. 
For Howard, consistency 
has been the problem. 
Freshman running back sensa-
tion Antoine Rutherford has 
been a true find in his first year 
and now is just 90 yards short 
of the 1,000-yard mark. 
Nonetheless, the passing 
game has been less than potent. 
The reliance on Rutherford and 
the running game has made the 
team somewhat one-dimen-
sional and has hurt the team's 
consistency. 
Coach Petty was inter-
viewed after last Saturday's 
game against the Bulldogs of 
South Carolina State in front of 
a home crowd of 6,095, "We 
were still in good shape and 
were moving the ball. Then we 
gave it right back to them with 
that turnover." 
It is the defense that gives 
the Bison the best chance for 
victory. Howard ranks 5th in 
the nation in pass defense 
(137.0 yards against per game), 
11th in fun1bles recovered (15), 
12th in pass efficiency defense 
(98.63 rating) and 18th in kick 
returns (23.00 yards per 
return). Defensive back 
Antoine Bethea, who is a very 
strong candidate for first team 
All MEAC, is 3rd in the confer-
ence in fumbles recovered (3) 
and he leads all defensive backs 
in total tackles (9.4 per game). 
In addition, All-MEAC selec-
tion Vontrae Long is tied for 
9th in the nation with three 
forced fumbles and is 3rd in 
total tackles among defensive 
backs (7.2). 
Both have solidified the 
Bison defense with their 
tremendous playmaking ability 
and consistency throughout the 
season; a consistency that is 
underscored by the fact that the 
Bison have just allowed one 
pass TD in the last 20 quarters 
of football. 
The Bison "D" will have to 
contain a high-octane Bethune-
Cookman offense that is lead by 
quarterback Alan Suber, who 
has thrown for u TD's and has 
rushed for 745 yards and 11 
TD's so far this season. In addi-
tion, junior running back 
Rodney Johnson has rushed for 
659 yards and five TD's, a fact 
that has outlined Bethune-
Co9kman's dynamic one-two 
punch on offense. 
Maintaining continued 
pressure against such a potent 
running game and crowding 
the box will be necessary for a 
successful game for the 
Howard defense. Suberman is 
a candidate for the Walter 
Payton Award, given to the top 
offensive player in 1-AA. 
The Bison core linebackers 
will have to bring their "A" 
gan1e. Junior LB Mike Sanders 
(48 solos, 19 assists, 8.o tackles 
for losses) and senior LB Greg 
Spriggs (41 solos, 17 assists, 8.5 
tackles for losses, 3 sacks, an 
interception, 3 fumble recover-
ies, 2 forced fun1bles) need to 
solidify the middle against 
Suber and Johnson. 
Coach Petty and the Bison 
will maintain a clock-control 
offense that has proven to be 
successful throughout the sea-
son. Nonetheless, consistency 
and preserving a positive 
turnover ratio will be key if vic-
tory is to be achieved for the 
Bison. 
Chasing the Dream: 
QBA ~ith Tracy White 
Commentary 
By Dedrick Love 
Special to the Hilltop 
Growing up we all dream of becon1ing 
that special person in life. I dream of the wiz-
ards drafting me and we win the champi-
onship but that will never happen. So I took 
the time to catch up with a real dream chaser. 
I took the time to sit down and have a locker 
room interview with alumni Tracy White. 
Now let me give you a little history on Tracy 
for those of you that don't know much about 
Tracy. 
He Started all 44 games played at 
Howard and led the team each season in 
tackles, becoming the school's all-time leader 
with 500, to go along with 22 sacks and six 
interceptions; Collected 97 stops (62 solo) his 
senior year and was named All-MEAC for the 
third straight year; Was a finalist for the 
Buck Buchanan Award for the second consec-
utive year, given to the top defensive player 
in Division I-AA. 
Tracy was also named the MEAC 
Defensive Player of the Year twice and was 
the Black College Defensive Player of the 
Year in 2001. In addition to that, Tracy was 
selected to play in the East-West Shrine 
Game after the 2002 season, the only I-AA 
player chosen to participate in the game. He 
was signed by the Seahawks as ,.yi undrafted 
rookie free agent May 1, 2003. 
Man we're talking about hard work here. 
Now finding Tracy was no easy task. He was 
injured for this game, which was kinda sad. I 
wanted to see the brother get his game on, 
but I had to settle for the next best thing. 
For those of you who have a TV you can 
catch him Nov 23rd when the Seahawks play 
the Ravens on Fox. My objective of this inter-
view was to try and understand how life is 
when you're a football player coming from a 
life of catching a dream and this is what he 
had to say ... 
Q: Give me th e scope on being an 
NFL Rookie? 
A: Well for one it is a real mental chal-
lenge and lots of work. I had to work my tail 
off getting where I am now. It requires you to 
be focused and know where you stand in life. 
I got advice from other players and they're 
helping me each day. 
Q: Did you ever picture yourself 
being h ere? 
November 14 , 2003 
PHOTO COURTESY OF SEAmESEAHAWKS.COM 
Tracy White is back. As his team faced the 
Washington Redskins last weekend, the 
former Bison linebacker talks about life, lib-
erty and the pursuit of football with the 
Seattle Seahawks. 
A: Yes I did but it was harder getting 
here. 
Q: Did you play in any leagues like 
the CFL or European Leagues? 
A: No I worked out at a Pro Clinic in New 
Jersey. They helped 1ne work on n1y funda-
mentals of football. I worked out everyday, it 
was a battle. 
Q: Give me your predictions for 
Seattle this season 
A: We will get in the playoffs, but to get to 
the top son1e corrections will have to be made 
in areas we lack in. Not saying my tea1nmates 
are to bla1ne. Just saying we all have to play 
our part to win. 
Q: What kinda car do you drive cur-
rently? 
A: I drive a regular Mustang. I'm saving 
my money right now, but I want a Denali or 
Escalade on 24 inches. 
As we continued conversation it was time 
for the team to leave. Hey, not bad for a 
brotha doing his thing. One thing about 
Tracy , he was very calm and well mannered. 
This brotha is going places in life. So give 
these guys on the team some support as they 
catch a dream. 
The Hilltop 
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Friday, November 14, 2003 
3:00 - 5:00 p.m . 
Howard University 
School of Business Auditorium, Second Floor 
KEYNOTE SPEECH 
African American Male and Female Participation in Higher Education: 
Trends, Challenges, and Strategies for Improvement 
Antoine M. Garibaldi, Ph.D. 
President, Gannon University 
PRESENTATION 
The Academic Achievement of Young African American Males: 
Antoine M. Garibaldi, 'ii.D. 
Challenges and Opportunities 
A. Wade Boykin, Ph.D. 
Professor of Psychology 
Director, Center for Research on the Education of Students Placed at Risk (CRESPAR) 
Howard University 
MODERATOR 
Lawrence E. Gary, Ph.D. 
Professor, School of Social Work 
Howard University 
• 
THIS PROGRAM IS SPONSORED BY THE OFFICE OF THE PROVOST, HOWARD UNIVERSITY 
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G-Unit Rises to the Top 
PHOTO COURTESY OF NYCPHATMIXTAPES_COM 
G-Unit, Comprised of 50 cent, Lloyd Banks and Young 
Buck are dropping their album today, November 14th. 
G-UNIT from 82 
mercy." This is musical 
Ritalin at it's best. 
On the way to the club, 
dipped in the nicest fit, and a 
big wad of cash in the pocket. 
This is the mo1nent where 
"Stunt 101" deserves to be 
spun on the disc player. The 
track's big drum sound and 
its talk of the good life are the 
perfect prelude to a Friday 
-iight filled with clubbing and 
money spending. 
"Wanna Get to Know 
You" is the gangster ballad of 
"Beg for Mercy." With its 
silky smooth Rhodes vamp, 
Dont Let 
. DiSease 
K,dneY ~ou Off 
Catch J. d. Guar 
the subtle plucking of the gui-
tar strings and a sampling of 
Marvin Gaye's "Come Live 
with me Angel," the track 
spells out the way to holler at 
that hood rat we always want-
ed to get with. Even the most 
gangster of gangsters has a 
soft spot for the ladies. 
Yes, 50 Cent and 
company's latest effort is 
exactly what I've just 
described: a mood album. 
From angry to love struck, 
there's something on here for 
everyone who is either a thug 
or wishes they were one. 
High blood pressure and diabetes can damage your 
kidneys without any warning. In fact, 20 million 
Americans have kidney disease. Twenty million more 
are at risk and many of them don't even know it. 
African-Americans are especially at risk. 
Find out if your kidneys are working properly. 
Get a blood pressure check and simple urine and 
blood tests. It just might save your life. 
~ National Kidney 
Foundation* 
Meeting in Cran.ton Audiloriuna 
at 2455 SiKIII Street, NII', Washington, DC 20059 
Dr. Bernard L. Richardson 
DEAN OF THE CHAPEL 
Must See TV 
TV from 84 
football has a purpose: it's all 
about that W. What's the pur-
pose of war, no strike that, 
what's the purpose of this war. 
The objectives haven't 
been met, let's recap: no 
weapons of mass destruction 
have been found, Al Qaida has 
not been stopped and Osama 
Bin Laden and Saddam 
Hussein are chilling on the 
beach laughing because 
nobody can find them, let 
alone show a link between the 
two. 
It's that BS (Bush's 
Scheme) that's got people all 
patriotic: Truly the Home of 
the Free, Land of the Crazed. 
If you're interested in writing for 
The Hilltop, come to our weekly 
budget meetings @ 7:00 p.m. in 
the West Towers, P-Leuel 
Alonzo Mourning 
EVENTS AT THE CIIAPEL 
9dontli of !Nowm.ier 2003 
All A.Pu USt1Jt;0~"1 
JfV Spititua£ ana'Etliica£ {J)imensions of £eadmliip InitiatifJe* 
Dr. Bernard L Richardson 
Dean of the Chapel 
November 2. 2003 
, 
Sclietfu{e of Cliape[ Spealers 
Rev. W. Darin HOOfe 
Pastor, Greater Centennial 
A.M.E. Zion Church 
Mount Vernon. llew York 
Nnvomhor H J001 
Rev. Hichael Louis Pfleger 
Pastor, Faith Community 
of Saint Sabina 
Chicago. Illinois 
Nnvomhor I/, J001 
November 14, 2003 
November 9'h service to be a1111ou11ced 
-------·---.... ----·-------~----... ---·---
a 
• 
The Honorable Hichael t Hurphy Michigan 
House of Representatives 
PJJtor, St Stephen's Community Church. 
United Church of Christ 
Lansing. Michigan 
November 30, 2003 
The Hilltop 
• 11/04/03 Chapel Choir Rehearsal 
• 11/05/03 
Rankin Chapel 7:00p.m. 
Gospel Choir Rehearsal 
Blackb11m Restaurant 6: J 5p.m. 
Wednesday Night Live 
"Taking off the Mask" 
Contemporary Worship Service 
• 11/09-11/16 Chapel Assistants Week 2003 
• 
► 11/9 Call to Chapel 
► 11/10 Kickoff on the Yard 
► 11/11 Museum Visit 
► 11/12 Bible Study 
► 11/13 Talent/Variety Show 
► 11/14 Gospel Skatefest 
► 11/15 Clean up Georgia Avenue 
► 11/16 Brunch Finale 
Pre-Ministry Club Meeting- coming soon!!! 
ANDREW RANKIN MEMORIAL CHAPEL 
2395 Sixth Street, NW, Washington, DC 20059 
(202) 806-7280 phone (202) 806-4641 fax 
* )In Initiative fund"erf 6y tlie Lilly <£nd()'Wrrlent, Inc. 
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Undergrad Trustee Midterm Review 
It is now the halfway 
mark of Kareem Merrick's 
tenure as Undergraduate 
Trustee. As one of two stu-
dents who sits on the 
Board of Trustees, 
Merrick's job is a very 
important one. He serves 
as the sole voice of 
Howard's 
undergraduates when the 
decision makers come 
together to vote in the 
boardroom. 
Up to this point, 
Merrick has made efforts 
to be visible. He frequents 
organizational meetings, 
such as those held by the 
NAACP, UGSA, and 
College Democrats. In 
doing this, however, he 
has overlooked the com-
munity outreach facet of 
his platform, and has yet 
to put into place the 
fundraising efforts that he 
also campaigned on. 
Merrick sits on two 
important committees on 
the Board of Trustees. He 
is currently working with 
the Campus Technology to 
correct problems with 
Howard e-mail, and with 
the Campus Safety and 
Security Taskforce to come 
up with a better system of 
dorm entry. 
He has opened the 
lines of communication 
with students through his 
e m a i 1 , 
kmerrick@howard.edu, a 
venue in which students 
can express concerns and 
ask questions of our 
trustee. Merrick has 
recently started office 
hours as well, each 
Wednesday and Friday 
from 3-5pm in the HUSA 
office, located 
Blackburn center. 
• ln 
Office 
hours are something that 
the office of 
Undergraduate Trustee 
has not previously made 
available. During this 
time, students are free to 
come and express their 
concerns. 
We applaud Merrick's 
innovative attempt to bet-
ter connect with the stu-
dent body. Nevertheless, 
we believe he should bet-
infor-
ter publicize 
t h i s 
mation so 
that students know when 
and where they can meet 
with their representative 
to discuss important mat-
ters. 
While Merrick has 
made attempts to be a vis-
ible leader, there is more 
to student interaction than 
being available through e-
mail and scarcely adver-
tised office hours. Merrick 
has not had one town hall 
meeting with students, 
though the Board of 
Trustees has already met 
once this semester. The 
wise approach would be to 
take the initiative to gar-
ner students' opinions and 
concerns far in advance of 
important decisions. 
As an editorial board, 
we understand the discre-
tion involved in being a 
part of a decision-making 
team. Merrick's job differs 
from other student leaders 
in that he is a member of a 
discretionary board. 
However, Merrick has an 
obligation to let the stu-
dent body know what the 
issues are before they are 
voted on so that we can 
decide where we stand. 
Without being aware of 
the things that the Board 
has to decide upon, it is 
impossible for us to let our 
Undergraduate Trustee 
know how we feel. So how 
can he speak on behalf of 
the students? 
Next semester, we look 
for improvement in 
Merrick's dissemination of 
information. We suggest 
that Merrick implement a 
team of volunteers to help 
him do this. This way, he 
can reach more students 
than he would be able to as 
a single entity. 
Merrick told us that he 
wants students to be aware 
of the political issues 
involved in tuition 
increase, which makes us 
wonder what he is waiting 
for to distribute this infor-
mation. Instead of waiting 
for the hailstorm, we hope 
to see him be proactive in 
his approach to this issue. 
If an increase is inevitable, 
as president Swygert elud-
ed to in his State of the 
University Address, 
Merrick should aim to be 
well-prepared to fight for 
the lowest increase possi-
ble. Without frequent and 
large-scale meeting with 
the students, it will be 
impossible to do this. 
IL.LTOP 
The Student Voice of Howard University Since 1924 
JOSEF SAWYER, Editor-in-Chief 
COREY CUNNINGHAM 
Managing Editor 
• 
AISHA CHANEY 
Managing Editor 
CASSAUNDRA CUMBESS, Editorial & Perspectives Editor 
t e Survey Says ... 
In a poll of 150 students, The Hilltop asked the following questions about the current 
Undergrad Trustee, involvement and effectiveness pertaining to the student body. 
1. Do you know who the 
Undergraduate Trustee is? 
Kareem Merrick - 23% 
2. Do you believe you under-
stand what the role of the 
Undergraduate Trustee is? 
Yes-40% 
No-60% 
3. Do you feel the 
Undergraduate Trustee is visible 
on campus? 
Yes-16% 
No-67% 
Uncertain - 17% 
4. Do you know where the 
Undergraduate Trustee Office 
is? 
Yes -15% 
No-85% 
5. Do you feel the current 
Undergraduate Trustee is a 
good representation of you as a 
Howard student? 
Yes-14% 
No-31% 
Uncertain- 55% 
6. If there was ever a problem 
would yon feel more comfort-
able going to the Undergraduate 
Trustee to discuss your issues 
unannounced? 
Yes- 17% 
No-36% 
Uncertain - 47% 
7. If there was ever an incident 
where your interests were at 
hand do you feel the 
Undergraduate Trustee would 
vocalize your opiJiion as a stu-
dent to the Board of Trustees? 
Yes-12% 
No-25% 
Uncertain - 63% 
8. Do you feel the 
Undergraduate Trustee bas or 
will make any tangible changes 
in the Fall or Spring? 
Yes-6% 
No-36% 
Uncertain - 58% 
9. Do you feel the 
Undergraduate Trustee could 
prevent a proposed tuition 
increase by ()ther members of 
the Board of Trustees? 
Yes- JO% 
No-38% 
Uncertain - 52% 
l 0. Do you bear about Board of 
Trustee meetings? 
Yes- 16% 
No-68% 
Uncertain-16% 
11. Compare the current 
Undergraduate Trustee to last 
year's. 
Much better - 7% 
Somewhat different - 13% 
About the same-21% 
Worse-59% 
12. Give the current 
Undergraduate Trustee a grade. 
A-9% 
B-11% 
C-53% 
D-16% 
F -11% 
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A Call to 
Action: 
HIV/AIDS 
Awareness 
Dorianne Mason 
How do you turn sorrow 
into action? I just completed 
watching a TV program that 
so touched me that I cried. 
Not those little tears that 
drop down your cheek dra-
matically, but actual sobs 
that rocked my entire body. 
You might ask, what did I 
see that elicited such emo-
tions? 
I sat and watched help-
lessly as death stole my fam-
ily. Not from something that 
was inevitable, but from 
something that could have 
been prevented, something 
that could have been 
stopped. These deaths were 
caused by AIDS. 
Now this was not actual-
ly my family dying that I 
saw, but these were young, 
strong inspirational black 
women. Women that had 
their entire lives ahead of 
them , but lost their battle 
with this incurable virus. 
An astounding 1 in 3 new 
cases of the HIV cases are 
contracted by black women 
between the ages of 19 and 
25 years old. Do you under-
stand that; 1 in 3! 
That means that one in 
three people with this dis-
ease look like you. They are 
your cousins, your sisters, 
your aunts, your friends and 
yourselves. 
This disease is not far 
removed. It is killing US, it is 
killing the soul of our peo-
ple, our women. And every 
time I hear about a new case, 
I feel like a part of me is 
dying inside because that 
woman, that BLACK woman, 
is me. She is my family, my 
blood. 
You see the statistics, 
you read about the epidemic, 
you even hear about it in the 
news. But seeing it face to 
face and feeling it, is another 
story. 
Seeing a black woman 
speak about living with 
something that will eventu-
ally steal her life is simply 
painful. Seeing a woman 
look into the camera, with 
tears or even with happiness 
invokes in me a feeling that 
is indescribable. 
It is a mix of hurt, sad-
ness, disappointment, pain, 
anger, helplessness, fear and 
motivation. All these feel-
ings from looking into one 
face. 
I've just completed acer-
tification course to be a peer 
educator about HIV and 
AIDS and I hope that I can 
go throughout Howard's 
community and the outside 
community and inform, 
enlighten and ultimately 
prevent this disease. 
I don't know that what I 
will do will change the 
course of this epidemic, but 
what I do know is that I can 
not sit by while my people 
are dying. I will not do it. 
I am calling for ACTION. 
Not that action that is talked 
about, but the action that is 
seen. This is a problem that 
effects us all and will not 
change until we take an 
active role in stopping it. 
Please for the sake of , . 
our families, our communi-
ties and our people. TAKE 
ARMS AND TAKE ACTION. 
Protect and educate your-
selves. AIDS is killing us, 
• 
and only we can stop it. 
November 14, 2003 
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I am writing this 
Perspective in response to all of 
the hoopla surrounding the 
game Ghettopoly, products like 
Pimp Juice, and the everyday 
coonery of TV programs such 
as those aired on BET. Last 
Friday's Hilltop proudly posted 
Howard's ranking as one of 
the most politically active cam-
puses on the front page. I'm 
not sure when Howard's "fol-
low the leader" policy on 
protest came to constitute 
political activism, but I am less 
than impressed by this ranking. 
People will rally behind any 
cause that will make them seem 
as if they are politically con-
scious, though all they really 
accomplish in the end is creat-
ing a general nuisance. As 
Black students claiming to be 
"politically active," it 
is important that you take 
an active stance instead of a 
reactive one, leaping at the 
slightest provocation. 
In direct response to the 
title of Reshena Lanham' s 
whiny article, I propose that 
Ghettopoly does not make a 
mockery of Blacks; Blacks 
make a mockery of Blacks. 
After reading Courtney Wade's 
article, I logged on to the 
Ghettopoly website to see what 
all the fuss was about. I have to 
admit, I laughed. The game 
accomplishes exactly what it 
sets out to do: make people 
laugh. There is no hidden 
racist agenda here. There is no 
subject matter involved that 
cannot be found on any episode 
of Def Comedy Jam. What has 
Chang stated in his game that is 
not true? Black ghettos are 
/ 
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plagued with drugs, prostitu-
tion, and violence. Black cul-
ture does perpetuate a culture 
of conspicuous, opulent con-
sumption in the face of desper-
ation and poverty. The sad 
thing is that Black people revel 
in this culture, coining terms 
such as "ghetto fabulous" and 
supporting music that glorifies 
it. Perhaps Ghettopoly should 
serve as a wake-up call. 
Mr. Darryl Lockett was 
quoted saying that he was 
"insulted ... as a Black man" by 
the game's subject matter. 
Sure, I am a Black man, but I 
don't sell crack, nor do I have a 
"baby momma". There's more 
to me than my skin color, so I 
am not going to take offense at 
every so-called negative depic-
tion of Black people. 
How can Black people 
expect to be taken seriously by 
mainstream society when we 
have yet to take our own prob-
lems seriously? Ms. Lanham 
believes that it's not right for 
other races to make fun of 
ours. In response to that, I 
offer this: how many Black 
comedians did you hear making 
derogatory comments about 
Arab Americans and making 
light of the war in the Middle 
East, even though the crisis 
over there is far worse than any 
ghetto? Everyone claims that 
their ghetto is the roughest, but 
how many of you have had a 
scud missile aimed at your 
home? 
My reaction to Pimp Juice 
was one of general apathy. 
Interestingly enough, this is the 
same response I have to the 
rapper who created it, St. Louis' 
resident buffoon, Nelly. I 
wouldn't expect a product like 
·EEOC Changes Could Impact 
Future Job Market or Minorities 
Deneyse Kirkpatrick 
Minority students planning 
to enter the job market over the 
next few years should be con-
cerned about plans by the 
Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC) that may threaten 
employee rights. 
The American Federation 
of Government Employees 
(AFGE), a labor unionrepre-
senting federal workers is try-
ing to mobilize organizations, 
union membersand other inter-
ested parties to fight to pre-
serve worker rights in the pri-
vateand public sector. 
"We are concerned with the 
effects of these proposed 
changes and its impact onthe 
future of federal and private 
sector employees. Not only 
would the proposedchanges 
place federal workers at a 
severe disadvantage with fewer 
civil rights,but soon thousand 
of workers, mostly women and 
minorites, would be without 
aforum to protect their basic 
workplace rights," said Andrea 
Brooks, AFGENational Vice 
President and Director of of 
Women's and Fair Practices 
Department. 
The union will address this 
issue at a conference they will 
host with workers, and others 
interested, in various cities to 
educated local leaders and 
union activist on the impact of 
the proposed EEOC modifica-
tions. 
This conference will also 
encourage participants to take 
action and inform their co-
workersabout the issue at large. 
"As African-American stu-
dents of Howard University 
graduate and begin to venture 
out into the workforce they will 
find themselves at a tremen-
dous disadvantage because 
many of the valuable protec-
tions against discrimination 
will be eliminated." 
,. fl 1 P LAS I f 
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She also believes that as the 
unemployment continues to 
rise, African-American college 
seniors seeking employment 
type of job will reflect heavily 
on these proposed changes. 
The EEOC is additionally 
considering establishing a 
national call center staffed by 
contractors, eliminating the 
right to a hearing for federal 
workers, transition to E-filing 
of claims which shut out work-
ers, and proposed budgetary 
de-emphasis on investigation 
and litigation. 
Students who expect to be 
employed in the near future 
should take the initiative to 
more educate themesleves on 
workers' rights. There are 
plenty of resources with info-
mation about your rights and 
obligations relating to fair and 
equal treatment. If you are 
interested in learning more 
visit, the following websites: 
www.afge.org, www.eeoc.gov, 
www.ywas.org. 
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this from an artist whom I 
respect or one who commands 
an air of respectability, for that 
matter. 
When has Nelly been any-
thing more than a walking 
stereotype of the ignorant, 
oversexed Black man? Why 
expect more from him? And 
why are Black people taking 
offense to the product's name, 
while the very Blaxploitation 
films that inspire the glorifica- . 
tion of the pimp lifestyle are 
touted as classics? Keep in 
mind that there would be no 
"Pimp Juice" without the films 
of directors like Gordon Parks, 
Jr. (Superfly), who strangely 
enough, is praised by the Black 
community for his work. This 
is just another example of the 
backwards thinking of Black 
people. 
As for BET, I gave up on 
that channel a long time ago. 
Appreciate it for what it is: low-
brow, uncultured entertain-
ment television made for the 
low-browed and uncultured. 
Sure, they will show viewers 
how to drink Cristal in large 
quantities, but never teach 
them how to appreciate fine 
wine. Sure, BET will show you 
how to wear jewelry in garish 
ostentation, but will never air a 
program on investing in stock 
or real estate. Why expect any-
thing more from BET? 
Cultured, intellectual black 
people need to understand that 
BET stopped marketing to us a 
long time ago. 
Personally, I'm a fan of 
race-related comedy when it's 
done tastefully and there is 
some knowledge behind it. For 
an example of this, check out 
Comedy Central's Tough Crowd 
with Colin Quinn, where come-
dians of all races take jabs at 
one another while addressing 
the current events of the day. 
Everybody's fair game: Jews, 
Latinos, gays, and ( oh my God) 
Black people. Black comics 
Patrice O'Neal and Keith 
Robinson, two comics you 
might never see on Comicview, 
make witty commentary that 
you might have to pick up a 
newspaper to appreciate. 
Seriously, the only way to 
get over this racial hump is to 
stop taking ourselves 
so seriously and rise above 
the negative images we per-
ceive in the media. 
Support images you identi-
fy with. 
Please direct all horemail ID the author 
atmisJErshaw21@yahoo.rom. 
Ragnarok: Twilight of the Heart 
It stings, a haughty arrogance, dislike within its heart. 
It bleeds content and peace away and rifts the mind apart. 
It breaks control, it batters will, it starves hope and resolve. 
And efforts for its answer serve to help the blade evolve. 
It blanches wit and reason and it grinds wisdom to dust. 
Its barbs Jetter our freedom and its yawp erodes our trust. 
It starts with gentle arias, and veils of choice and ease. 
It offers false companionship and promises to please. 
. . .. .• ·. . . . .. • . j 
And caught in some sweet madrigal, we acquiesce to love. 
Or some old honeyed dissonance that masks fate's iron glove. 
We foolishly surrender hearts and tell of our whole lives. 
It comforts us, it cuddles us, it wipes tears from our eyes. 
And just when it seems two are one, the form it will forsake. 
And lurch the heart, its crimson tears, the spirit it will break. 
And mangled, bleeding on the hill, to reft of life to cry. 
You must decide, dear innocent, continue life or die. 
And herein lies your Ragnarok, the twilight of the heart. 
No Yggdrasil in which to hide, rise up child, you must start. 
The war begins and pain, the demon, lulls you to your doom. 
Opposing it, your spirit quickly binds it to the loom. 
To weave from it a life anew, yet pain shall slash the cord. 
The only interest in your victory lies lies with the Lord. 
The Ragnarok is now begun, the darkness grapples light. 
The victory is up to you it rests within your might. 
Should you prevail, like Odin, victory shall be your name. 
But should you fail, you shall remain a banished, broken stain. 
By Uzoma Peter Lane 
AND OLD BOY ON THE MIC I 
SOOOO PRO-BLACK. 
BUT I BET THOSE 
AFRICAN WRISTBANDS 
RE MADE IN TAIWAN 
PROBABLY THINKS 
CHE GUEVARA 
ON HIS T-SHIRT 
INVENTED THE 
COTTON GIN. 
IS HE BUYING BLACK 
OR BEING BLACK? 
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All HILLTOPICS 
are due, paid in f nil, 
the Tuesday and Friday 
before 
publication date. 
Announcements by 
campus organizations 
for 
meetings, seminars or 
nonprofit are charged 
$5 for the first 20 
words and $1 for every 
additional five words. 
Individuals advertising 
for the purpose of 
• • announc111g a service, 
buying or selling are 
charged as local com-
panies with a rate of 
$10 for first 20 words· 
and $2 for every 5 
words 
thereafter. Personal ads 
are $2 for the first 10 
words and $1 for every 
additional 5 words. 
Opportunities 
\Vin i?R~E BOOKS 
for next semester! 
Phi Sigma Pi National 
Honor Fraternity, Inc., 
Alpha Tau Chapter 
Pre-sents 
"Buc'Rs Por Books .... 
\\in free books by pur-
chasing a raffle ticket 
from any member of 
Phi Sigma Pi. 
Tickets go on sale for 
$31\londay No,ember 
17th, or '\-isit us in 
Blackburn on Tuesday 
N'oo.ember l8 and 
\Vednesday No'\lember 
19th 
Announcements 
Interested in 
ADVERTISING 
Join tbeAAF 
American Advertising 
Federation Tom Burrell 
Chapter for our New 
Member Reception 
Wednesday, November 
19, 2003 @ 4pm in the 
School of 
Communications 
Come fellowship, eat 
pizza, and learn more 
about the AAF and 
INTERNSHIPS in 
advertising! 
DJAMA BRAIDING 
GALLERY 
(301) 650-1914 
All types of 
Professional Braiding 
$30 OFF with This Ad 
on: 
Kinky Tuists 
African Twists 
Micro Braids 
Weaves 
8470 Georgia Ave, 
Silver Spring, MD 
Offere expires 12/15/03 
BlO 
PICS 
T.lte L,tdtes of A:lp)la 
Chapttn:, 
Alpha !Kappa Alpha 
Sorori(Y Inc. 
Presents ... 
Al<A \Veek 2003 
November 16th - 21st 
''Staying afloat In An 
ib'vcr Changing World" 
Sunday: Call to Chapel 
Monday: Reading is 
Fundamental 
Tuesday: Yours Truly 
'\Vednesday: Rock Your 
Body 
:f hursday: Econon1ic 
Empo,vcrment 
11hroug11 
Entrepreneurship 
Friday: Its !Real 
Students, Faculty, 
Staff ... 
Top Prices Paid for 
Used and Unwanted 
Textbooks with resale 
value 
Taj Book Services 
1-800-223-8250 
(202) 722-0701 
Textbooks Savings 
since 1982 
Mr.Parker-
Happy 21st Birthday! 
Be careful this week-
end and please don't 
over due it. Hope you 
enjoy Jordan's! 
-Ms .Chaney 
Happy Birthday Cameo 
and Camille! You 
finally joined the 
un-teen club! 
From your friends, 
Kisha B., Amanda, 
Denise & Stacey 
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